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HOUGH few there be that care to 


be virtuous, yet fewer there are that 
would not be counted ſo. 

Nothing but what is God's diſhonour, 
ſhould be our ſhame. 


Rate. 


Horſe. 
As often as a Man lays out for God, 


he lays up tor himſelf. 


We have nothing that we can properly 


call our own, but what we have reaſon 10 
be aſhamed of. 


B | We 


We muſt not walk by Example but by * 1 


They that drive away Time, ſpur a free rage 
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We are never well informed of the 
Truth, till we are conformed to the Truth. 

A conceit of Knowledge, is the greateſt 
Enemy to Knowledge, and the greateſt 
Argument of Ignorance. 

We remember many Things we ſhould 
forget, (as Injuries, Diſappointments, &c.) 
but forget what we ſhould remember,(wvis. 
God and our Souls.) | 

They that preſume moſt in Proſperity, 


are ſooneſt ſubject to deſpair in Adverfity, 


* Man may commend thee, but God may 
condemn thee, | | 

When God puniſhes another, he threa- 
tens thee ; when he wounds another he 
warns thee. | 

It is as great a Mercy to be preſerved in 
Health, as to be delivered from Sickneſs. 

f you mind nothing but the Body you 
loſe Body and Soul too. If you mind no- 
thing but Earth, you loſe Earth and Hea- 

ven too. 

As they, who for every ſlight Infirmity 
take Phyſic to repair their Health, do ra- 
ther impair it; ſo they, who for every 
trifle are eager to vindicate their Charac- 

ter. do rather weaken 1t. 

Honeſty is the belt Policy, and Inno- 
cence the beſt Wiſdom. 

Improve the Wit you have bought bo a 

| ear 
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dear rate, and the wiſdom you bave gain- 
ed by ſad Experience. Vis, 

Learn of Chriſt, who was ſenſible of In- 
Juries, yet patient under them. 

Be lively, but not light; ſolid but not ſad. 

Keep the body under, but the ſpirit up. 

Keep ſuch company as God keeps. 

What can you get by bad company? 
If you are truly good, they will either 
taunt you or deſpiſe you, 

Take heed of being infected with the 
breath of a profane heart. | 

Let the body wait upon the ſoul, and 

both wait upon God. 
" Speak not well of yourſelf, nor il! of 
others. 

Speak of people's Virtues, conceal their 
Infirmities: It you can ſay no good, ſay 
no ill of them. 

To render good for evil, is God. like; 
to render good for good, is Man- like; to 
render evil for evil, is Bealt-like ; to ren» 
der evil for good is Devil-like. 

Carry yourſelf ſubmiſſively towards 


your Superiors : friendly towards your 


Equals; condeſcendingly towards your 
Interiors; generouſly towards your Ene- 
mies; and lovingly towards all. 


B 2 It 
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Of Religion in general. 


It fignifies nothing to ſay we will not 
change our Religion, if our Religion change 
not us. 

If a Man lives and dies a mere Profeſſor, 
it had been better for him if he had liv'd 
and dy'd a mere Heathen. 

The Duty of Religion flows fiom a 
Principle of Religion, 

It is not talking, but walking with 
God, that gives a Man the Denomination 
of a Chriſtian. 

Darkneſs may as well put on he Name 
of Light, as a wicked Man the Name of a 
Chriſtian, 

It 1s our main Buſineſs in this World, 
to ſecure an [Intereſt in the next. 

A Detire of Happineſs is natural, a De- 
fire of Holineſs is ſupernatural. 

If God hath done that good for us which 
he hath denied to the World, we ought 
to do that Service for him which is denied 
him by the world. 

If we are willing, God will help us: if 
fincere, God will accept us 

A ſerious Remembrance of God, is the 
Fountain of Obedience to God, 

It you forget God when you are young, 
God may forget you when you are old. 


When 
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When a chriſtian conſiders the goodneſs 
of God's Ways, he wonders that all the 
World doth not walk in them, But when 
he conſiders the Blindneſs, and Depravity, 
and Prejudice of the Heart by Nature, he 
wonders that any ſhould enter upon them. 

Make your calling ſure, and your Elec- 
tion is ſure. A 

Uneven walking with a neglect of 
watching, makes a diſconſolate Soul. 

Four things a chriſtian ſhould eſpecially += 
labour after, viz. to be humble and thank= * 
ful, watchful and cheerful. 

If we would not fall into thiegs unlaw- 
ful, we muſt ſometimes deny ourſelves in 
thoſe that are lawful. — 

Salvation then draws near to man, when 
it is his main care. 

The ordinances of God-are the means 
of ſalvation; but the God of ordinances 
is the author of ſalvation 

Religion muſt be our buſineſs, then it 
will be our delight, 

It will coſt ſomething to be religious, 
it will coſt more not to be ſo. 

A chriitian's life is nothing elſe but a 
ſhort trial of his graces. 

Lukewarmneſs 1s the beſt natural, but 
the worſt ſpiritual temper a man can be in. 

There are few but are ſometimes in a 
B 3 ſerious 
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ſerious fit ; but how few are in a ſerious 
frame, who have not an abiding ſenſe of 
God upon their hearts ? 

It is a voluntary canno! that keeps the 
ſoul from Gop. 

The gate which leads to life is a ſtrait 
gate, therefore we ſhould fear; it ts an 
open gate, therefore we ſhould hope. 
Do the Lorxop's work in the Loep's 
time: pray whilſt Gop hears; hear whilſt 
Gop ſpeaks; believe whilſt Gon pro- 
miſes ; obey whilſt Gop commands. 

That man hath no ſenſe of mercy, that 
wants a ſenſe of duty. 

Two duties muſt run through a chriſ- 
tian's life, like the warp through the 
woof, bleſſing and truſting. 

Religion is much talked of, but little 
underſtood, till the conſcience be awaken- 
ed: then a man knows the worth of a 
ſoul and the want of a Saviour. 

Then doth Religion flouriſh in the ſoul, 
when it knows how to naturalize ſpiritual 
things, and to ſpiritualize natural things. 

We may judge of our natural ftate by 
our ſpiritual flate ; and our ſpiritual ſtate 
by the delightful and cuſtomary actions of 
our lives. 

if we expect to live with Racers in 
Heaven, we muſt live to him on Earth. 


We 
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We may expect God's pro: ection ſo long 
as we Keep within bounds. 

Our opportunities are (like our fouls) 
very precious ; but if they are loſt they 
are irrecoverably loſt. 

That preaching that is plain, pure, 
powerful, and practical, men are apt to 
diſlike. 

Religion begins with a knowledge of a 


man's ſelf, and is perfefted with the 
knowledge of God. 


This is a threefold myſtery ; a goſpel 
Publiſhed in the midit of an ungodly 
world ; a httle church preſerved in the 
midſt of devils ; ; and, a little grace kept 
alive in the midſt of corruption. | 

The ſervice of God is the fouls work; 
and the favour of God is its reward. 


A man may be perfect in his obedience, 
and yet impartial, 


God never fails them that wait for him, 
nor forſakes them that work for him. 
It is a ſign 


opinion is ſwallowed up of religion. 
Of G 0D. 


That there is a God, may be proved 
by confideration the manner of propaga- 
tion of mankind by generation. Thus. 

(1.) There muft have been one firf# man. 


(2+) This 


of advanced grace when. 8 
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(2.) This firſt man muſt have had ſome 

maker, (3.) This maker of him muſt him. 

ſelf be aunmade. Therefore, (4.) There 

muſt have been eternally ſome unmade 
Being; and that is God 

We may truly conceive of God, though 


we can't fully congeive of him. We may 
have right Abi Ons of him hough 
not an exact Com rekefli1o For Fen. 

Then our Conceptions of God tri 
butes are carnal, when our high thoughts 
of one gives us low thoughts of another. 

His goodneſs makes his Majeſty amiable, 
and his Majeſty makes his goodnefs won- 
derful. His love is not abated by his 
88 nor his greatneſs by his love. 

is holineſs hinders him not from dwell- 
ing with the poor in ſpirit. 

Nothing is great enough for him to ad- 
mire, who is infinite Majeſty; nothing is 
mean enough for him to deſpiſe, who is 
infinite mercy. | 

God deals with his ſervant, not as a 
paſſionate maſter, but as a compaſlionate 
tather. 

What pleaſeth God ſhould pleaſe us, 
becauſe it pleaſeth God. 

A ſight of God begins a faint on earth, 
and perfects him in Heaven. 


God takes notice of every particular man 
as 


FA 


- 
- 
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as if there were none elſe; and yet takes 
notice of all as if they were but one man, 

God repented that he made man but 
never repented that 'he redeemed man. 

We cannot live naturally without God, 
how then can we live happily without him. 

We may know what God inteuds for us, 
by what he hath wrought in us. 

They that have God for their God, 
have angels for their guard. 

Many have loſt for God, but none ever 

* loſt by God. If they have loſt in tem po- 
rals, they have been cternal gainers, 
Matth. xix. 29. 

This is a ſure rule; God never takes any 
Thing from bis People, but he gives them 
Jemething beiter in tbe flead of it. 

God 1s a great Gp, and therefore we 
ſhould wait upon him; he is a good Gov, 
and therefore it is not in vain to wait 
upon him, | 

A man may be a worſhipper of the true 
God, and yet not a true worſhipper oi GOD. 

I he loweſt reverence is due to the high- 
eſt Majeſty. 

Fear God for his power, truſt him for 

his wiſdom, love him for his goognels, 
praiſe him for his greatneſs, believe him 


tor his faithfulneſs, and adore him for his 
holineſs, 


All 
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All creatures are as nothing compared 
with Gop, and abſolutely nothing with- 
out Gop. 


Of the Fear of G O D. 


They that fear Gop leaſt have the 
greateſt reaſon to fear him. 
A fear of departing from Gop, is a good 
means to keep us from departing from him. 
The more we fear God, the leſs we fhall 
fear men, 
They that will not fear God in proſpe- 
rity, will be afraid of him in adverſity. 


Of the Preſence of GOD. 


If God's earthly preſence is ſo good, 
what is his heavenly preſence ? 
If God's being with us is ſo ſweet, wha 
1s it to be with God ? 0 
There is joy in God's gracious pre- 
ſence, but in his glorious preſence there 
is fulneſs of joy. 

There are pleaſures in approaching to 
God here, but at his right hand there are 
pleaſures for evermore. 

The nearer we are to Chriſt, the nearer 
is God to us. 

The preſence of God's glory is in Hea- 
ven, the preſence of his power on earth, 
the preſence of his juſtice in hell, and the 

preſence 
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preſence of his grace with his people.—If 
he deny us his powerſul preſence we fall 
into nothing; if he deny us his gracious 
. Preſence we fall into fin ; if he deny us his 
merciful preſence we fall into hell, 


Of the Love of GOD. 


If the love of God ſet us on work, the 
God of love will pay us our wages. 

We hated God without a cauſe, and he 
loved us without a cauſe. 

Love begets love. *Tis a flame that 
communicates itſelf, They that have 
much forgiven them, much done for them, 
much laid out for them, and much laid 
up for them, will love much. 
Our love to God is the reflection of his 
love to us; 1 John iv, 19. We love bim 

becauſe be firſt lowed us, 
EI of CHR1SY. 


Chriſt made himſelf like to us, that he 
might make us like to himſelf. 

Chriſt muſt needs have died, how elſe 
could fin be expiated, the law ſatisfied, 
the devil conquered, and man be ſaved ? 

They that deny themſelves for Chriſt, 
ſhall enjoy themſelves in Chriſt, 

Mien had rather hear of Chriſt crucified 
for them, than be crucified for Chriſt. 


If Chriſt denied innocent nature out of 
love 
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love to us. ſhall not we deny. corrupt na- 
ture out of love to him. 

Chriſt by his death appeared to be the 
ſon of man, by his reſurrection he appear- 
ed to be the ſon of God 

Chriſt was the great promiſe of the Old 
Teſtament, the ſpirit is the great promiſe 
of the New. ES | 

Chriſt's ſtrength is the chriſtian's 
ſtrength. 

If we would ſtand, Chriſt muſt be our 
foundation; if we would be ſafe, Chriſt 
muſt be our ſanctuary. . 

in regard of natural life, we live in 
God; in regard of ſpiritual life, Chriſt 
lives in us. 

He that thinks he hath no need of 
Chriſt, hath too high thoughts of himſelf; 
he that thinks Chriſt cannot help him, 
hath too low thoughts of Chriſt. 

Prefamption abuſes Chriſt, deſpair re- 
fuſes him. 

Chriſt ſatisfied God to cke utrermoſt, and 
therefore can ſave ſinners to the uttermoſt. 

The blood of Chriſt, which ſatisfied the 
juſtice of God, may ſatisfy the conſcience 
of an awakened finner. 

If fin was better known, Chriſt would 
be beiter thought of. 

If fin doth not taſte bitter, Chriſt can- 
not talte ſweet. | | When 
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. When fin is hell, Chriſt is heaven. 

There is no paſſage from fin to holi. 
neſs, till we are paſſed from ſin to Chriſt. 

Chriſt may have an intereſt in us, 
though we may not be able to ſee our in- 
tereſt in him. 

Chriſt hath entreated God to be recon- 
ciled to us, and now he entreats us to be 
reconciled to God. 

God will give us nothing for our ſakes, 
but he will deny us nothing for Chriſt's 
ſake. Sb 


None are fo low as Chriſt was, none ſo 
lowly, none ſo loving 


' We may know what Chriſt hath done 
for us, by what he hath done in us. 

Creatures die that our bodies may live, 
Chriſt died that our ſouls may live. 

Our Judge inſtead of condemning us, 
ſept from the bench and died ſor us, 

Chriſt is to be a believer*s judge, and 
if he was to chuſe his judge he could not 
chuſe a better friend. 
As God glorifies Chriſt in Heaven. fo 
the ſpirit glorifies him on Earth, in the 
hearts of belivers. 

A believer's comfort in living is to live 


to Chriſt; and in dying it is that he ſhall 
go to Chriſt, 


A 
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The blood of Chriſt upon the heart is 
the greateſt bleſſing, upon the head is the 
greateſt curſe, 

It matters not who are our accuſers, if 
Chriſt be our advocate, 


Chris Blood - Ranſom, 
Chrift”s Spirit Comforter, 
Chrift's Word > is the SouP 54 Food, 
Chᷣriſt's Supper Feaft, 

T he Lord's Day Market Day. 


A chriſtian may triumph in the death 
of Chriſt! «« Odeath! where is thy ſting? 
O grave! where is thy victory? O hell! 
where 1s thy terror? O world ! where is 
thy malice ? O fin! where is thy ftrength? 
O my ſoul ! where are thine accuſers. 

There is no honour like a relation to 
Cbriſt; no riches like the graces of Chriſt; 
no learning like the knowledge of Chriſt; 
and no perſons like the ſervants of Chriſt. 

Chriſt executes the office of a prophet 
in our calling; of a prieſt in our juſtiſica- 
tion, and of a king in our ſanQification, 
Let us then hear him as our prophet; 
reply on him as our prieſt ; and obey him 
as our king.— Think not the worſe of him 
for his manger or his croſs As he ceaſ- 
eth not to be man in his higheſt eſtate, ſo 
he was God in his loweſt. His words were 


oracles, and his works miracles. His life 
Was 
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was a pattern; his death a ſacrifice, his 
reſurrection glorious; his afcenſion tri- 
umphant ; his interceſſion prevalent : and 
his coming again will be magnificent. 
All the angels in heaven adore him ; all 
the devils in hell fear him, and all the ſons 
_ daughters,of Adam muſt ſtand before 
Im. | 

Own Chrift's perſon, love his name, 
embrace his doctrine. obey his commands, 
and ſubmit to his croſs. His perſon is 
lovely, his name is ſweet, his doctrines 
are comfortable, his commands are rati- 
onal, and his croſs honourable.— [he 
very angels admire him and ſhall not we ? 

A depraved underſtanding will pot yield 
that the creature is ſo bad, and that Chritt 
is ſo good! nw 

O] did we but know ourſelves, and our 
Saviour! We are poor, bat he is rich; we 
are dead, but he is life, we are fin, but 
he is righteouſneſs ; we are guiltineſs, but 
he is grace; we are miſery, but he is 
mercy ; we are loſt; but he is ſalvation » 
—if we are willing, he never was other- 
wiſe—He ever lives, ever loves, ever pi- 
ties, ever pleads. He loves and ſaves to 
the uttermoſt, all that come unto him. 
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4 pathetical Invitation to Sinners to come 10 
CHRIST. | 

Have you fins, or have you none ?—lf 
you have, whither ſhould you go, but to 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
fins of the world? Have you ſouls, or 
have you none ?-=lf you. have whither 
ſhould you ga but to the Saviour of ſouls ? 
Is there a lite to come, or is there not? 
If there is, whither ſhould you go but to 
him, who. only hath the words of eternal 
life? ls there a wrath to come, or is 
there not ?— If there is, whither ſhould you 
g, but to him who only can deliver from 
the wrath to come *—And will he not 
receive you? —If he yielded himſelf into 
the hands of them that ſought his life, 
will he hide himſelf from the hearts of 
them that ſeek his mercy? If he was 
willing to be taken by the hand of vio- 
Jence, 1s he not much more willing to be 
taken by the hands of faith? _ He that 
died for thy fins, will he caſt thee off for 
thine Infirmities? O come, come, come ! 
1 charge you come - l befeech you come 
come and he will give you life. Come 
and he'll give you reſt. Come and he'll 
receive you, Knock and he will open to 
you. Look to him and he will ſave you. 
Did ever any come to him for a cure, and 


80 


go away without it? Thou wouldeſt fin 


-thing—but what thou haſt reaſon to be 


come empty, come wretched, only come, 


receive thee.— If thou art willin 


| 
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{omething in thyſelf. but thou findeft no- 


aſhamed of : but let not that hinder, but 
further thy coming. Come as thou art; 
come poor, come needy, come naked, 


only believe ; his heart is free, his arms 
are open, *tis his joy and his crown to 


he 
&. 


never was otherwiſe. 


Of the Love of CHRIST. 


Nothing grieves Chriſt more than to 
have his love lighted : nothing pleaſeth 
him more than to have it accepted. 

The love of Chriſt is ſtronger than 
death, ſweeter than life, and better than 
wine. f * 2 

Every new ſenſe of Chriſt's love, adds 

new degrees to ours. 

The love of Chriſt hath a height with- 
out a top, a depth without a bottom, 2 
length without an end, and a breadth 
without a limit. Eph. iii. 18, 19. 

Chriſt's ſorrows, griefs, and iufferings, 
— be paralleled with nothing but his 

love. 1 | | 
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Of Saints, or true Believers. 


. God: hath no ſons chat are unlike him- 
e 

Believers are children of the fame 
father, members of the ſame ſon, and in- 
habitors of the ſame ſpirit,» tellow-citi- 
zens, fellow-ſervants, fellow-ſoldiers, fel- 
low-travellers, and tellow-heirs. n 
None are fo eaſily acquainted. ſo cloſe 


kuF together, and ſo much endearcd to 
one another, as real Chriſtians. 


One true Chriſtian differs from another 
without breach of charity, as friends love 
- one another, though in different garbs. 

It is not ſo conſiderable in a Chriſtian, 
what his judgment 1 ie, as What his tem- 
per ĩs. 

Heart - work is better than head-work ; 
and, it is a better temper to be fervent in 
charity, than in diſputes, _ 

Better be a melancholy ſaint, than a 
mad ſinner. 

if good men are ſad, it i is not becauſe 
they are good, but becauſe they are not 
better. N. f 

Whom God chuſes, the mb refuſes. 
 Crod's gold is the world's drois. They 

of whom the world is not worthy, are 
counted not worthy to live in the world bh 


—_— 


tification, makes 
pend on Cbriſt ſor his juſtification. 
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if belieyers are condemned. 4 the 
world, let them remember that they ſhall 
not be condemned with the world. Sin 
may live in a belieyer, but a, believer 
cannot live in fin, t may loſe.its domi- 
nion, though not leave its qe 

A good man is ſo far acquainted with 


the corruption of his own heart, that, in- 


ſtead of condemning others, he is apt to 

account them better than himſelf. | 
A child of God bad rather ten 

times ſuffer for Chriſt, than that 

ſhould ſuſſer by him. 

The ant d of 2 believers ſane- 


When a, child of God thinks be, can go. 
alone he is neareſt falling. 


A ys Chriſtian may be weary in ſerv 


ing him . = 
He is 1 afraid of dying nar lir- | 


ing; he defires to go to Heaven to ſee 


Chriſt, yet is willing to ay vponcarh- 


to ſerve Chriſt. 
If the children of God dia but know 
what was beſt for them, they would per 


ceive that God did that which is beſt fo 4 
them. 


long 


him continually de- 


A Chriſtian ſhall be here as long as he - 
hath any work to do for Chriſt, or as 


d | 
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long as Chriſt hath any work to accom- 
pliſh in him: Chriſt will fir him for him- 
ſelf, and then take him to bimſelf. 
A true Cbriſtian lives like a faint, and 
"begs like #'finner. 
All God's children have received God's 
ſpirit, whereby they are made humble, 
believing and ety; ; humble in regard 
of their fins ; believing in regard of 
Chriſt and holy in regard of 'their conſ- 
cience” and care to keep: all God's com- 
mandments. 
A good deal of the trouble of God's 
ple ariſeth from a miſtake and miſ- 
en of God: they judge of God 
by their ſenſe, not by bi promiſe ; by 
heir own frame, and not by | his conſtant 
* 
As ſaints have groanings unutterable, 
to they have joys unutterable. 
' A' Chriſtian is what he is between God 
and bis own ſoul, | 
All ſaints have had their doubtings. 
= . caft me off in mint old age. Pſal. 
IxXxi. 9. Aſaph will be Lord caft of for 
- ever and vill he be favuurable E more ? 
Pſal. Ixxvii. 7. Peter, Lord, is if I? Matt. 


xxvi. 22. And Paul, teff 1 Gould be a * 
 @way, 1 Odd: n 


But 
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But believers, remember, there may be 
true grace. where there is no comfort. 

Believe firmly, hope joyfully, love fer- 
vently, pray earneſtly, ] walk humbly, 
work diligently, and wait quietly ; and 
all this will be graciouſly conſidered 

Hold up. hold on, hold out, hold faſt 
that which you have received; ſtill watch, 
Mill pray, ſtill believe; fight and run, 
that you may obtain; tis but a little 
while. and he that comes will come and 
will not tarry; 'tis but a little while and 
your warefare is accompliſhed, and your 
iniquities ſhall be everlaftingly ſeparated 
from you; your ſin and ſorrows, tears 
and fears, fled and gone, gone for ever; 


and you meet with an unſpeakable re- 
ward. 


Of Sinners. 


Are not they miſerable, who, If they I 


had their wiſh, could not be happy ? 


They that "will not hear Chriſt ſay, 2 | 
come to me, in a day of grace, ſhall hear 
him ſay, deſert from me, in a day of jadg- 9 


ment. 

If we are graceleſs here, we ſhall be 
ſpeechleſs hereafter. 

Sinners are firſt driven, then drawn to 


God, 
The 


— a 


— 
— — 
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The converſion of a ſinner is a greater 
wonder than the creation of the world. 

If a ſinner's thoughts be not changed 
by grace, they will be changed hereafter 
by experience. = 

They that are leaſt ſerious, have the 
greateſt reaſon to be ſo ; their condition 
is awful, and therefore their diſpoſition 
- ought to be ſo. 


Hatred is due to ſin, compaſſion to the 
finner. 

Sinners, if you will not hear God call 
to-day, you will harden your hearts to- 
day : and, if you harden them to-day, 
God may harden them to-morrow. If 
you will not ſet about repeniance to day, 


God may juſtly deny you his aſſiſtance 
to-morrow. a 

If you will not do that which God en- 
abled you to do, how can you look that he 
ſhould do that for you, which, of your. 
ſelves, you cannot do ? | 


Don't think to begin to live, when thou 
art ready to die. 


if you would not go to hell, you muſt 
know that you have deſerved it. 

Let not your hearts flatter you, nor the 
world comfort you, if God threatens you. 

God tells you, if you repent, you ſhall 
find mercy ; and will you not believe him ? 
15 Becauſe 
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Becauſe thou haſt been a finner, wilt thou 
make God a liar? 

Sinners, you muſt be changed, if your 
hearts be not changed for the better, your 
condition will be changed for the worſe. 

The worſt of the ways of God, are bet- 
ter than the beſt of the ways of fin: 


He that pleads for fin, is an advocate 
for his accuſer, | 

God allows us any thing but fin, 

4 ſin be in faſhion, we muſt be out 
of it. 

Then a man ſhews himſelf to be a 
Chriſtian, when he chuſes rather to ſuffer 
than fin. 

Sin digs graves for bodies, and kindles 
hell for ſouls. 

That is ſufficient cauſe for trouble, 
that is the cauſe of all the trouble in the 
world. 

Should not we groan for that which 
makes the whole creation groan ? - 

if the heart be under the power of fin, 
the conſcience is under the guilt of ſin.— 


If thou art not purified, thou art not 
pardoned. 


A man can never leave fin thoroughly, 


till he loaths it heartily, 


We 


| 
: 
4 
' 


— 
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We muſt be fick of fin, before we can 
be dead to fin. 

There is no fin a man can be tempted 
to, but he will find greater comfort in re- 
ſiſting than in indulging. 

How can we ſay that we love Chriſt, if 
we love fin, which was an enemy to his 
life and ſoul when he was on earth; and 
is an enemy to his glory now he is in 
heaven? 8 

Our fins cried as loud to heaven, as the 
Jews did to earth, that Chriſt might be 
crucifed, 


Go to Golgotha, and ſee what fin did 
there. . ä 

Chriſt did not die for ſin, that we 
might live to fin. 

Chriſt died that our fins might die, and 
our fouls live. 

All our fins ſhall not ſeparate between 
God and our ſouls, if unbelief doth not 
ſeparate between Chriſt and our ſouls. 

There is no ſin but what may be traced 
up to unbelief. 

He that glories in his fin, glories in his 
ſhame, | 

We ſhould be aſhamed of fin, but not 
aſhamed to take ſhame for fin, 

Get this principle in your hearts; there 
: s nothing got by fin, nor loft by holineſs. . 

y 
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By ſuffering we may avoid ſinning, but 
by finning we cannot avoid ſuffering. 
One that truly fears God, is afraid of 
ſin ; he ſees more evil in it than in all the 
evil in the world. | 
If we bernot humble for fin, we dero- 
gate from the majeſty of God; if we de- 


| ſpair under it, we derogate from his 


mercy, | 
One that is fincere hates fin in himſelf, 
and laments it in others. 

Our hatred of fin muſt be itreconci- 
lable; and our endeavours apainſt it 
perpetual, 

The fins of the wicked anger Chriſt, 
the fins of his people grieve him. 

Want of ſorrow for fin more argues 
want of love to Chriſt, than che fin itſelf. 

Sin is a believer's burden, and wound, 
but Chriſt is his cure and comfort, 

Sin is the ſickneſs of the ſoul, and 
Chriſt the only phyfician, that can cure 
it of the leproliy of profaneneſs, the fever 
of concupiſcence, the dioply of covet- 
ouſneſs, the tympany of pride, the le- 
thargy of lukewarmneſs, the phrenzy of 
paſſion, and the pally ot unbelief. 


D Hatred 
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Hatred is heart-murder; luſt is heart- 
adultery ; and covetouſneſs heart-ſteal- 
ing. 

How tender is our fleſh ? how hard our 

hearts? i e. How much more ſenſible are 
we of ſuffering than fin ? 
We ſhould fear to think, that before 
God, which we are afraid to do before 
man ; for God knows our hearts better 
than any man knows our faces. 

Vain thoughts are fin's advocates, and 
Chriſt's adverſaries. 

God is ſo holy, that he would not 
ſuffer ſuch an evil as fin; but that he is 
- fo wiſe, that he can bring good out of it. 


"Of REPENT ANCE. 


Repentance begins in the humiliation 
of the heart, and ends 1n the reformation 
of the life. | 

Though we want power to repent; yet 
we do not want means to repent, nor 
power to uſe theſe means. 

He that repents of fin, as fin, doth im- 
plicitly repent of all fin. 


Let no ſinful pleaſures prevent godly 
ſorrows. 


And humble confeſſion of fin brings 
ſame to ourſelves, but glory to god. 


You 


Fou 
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You cannot repent'too ſoon. There is 
no day like to-day. Yeſterday is gone, 
to-morrow is God's, not your own. And, 
think how ſad it will be to have your evi- 
dences to ſeek, when your cauſe is to be 


tried; to have your oil to buy, when you 


ſhould have it to burn! 

Let the hopes of mercy encourage to 
the exerciſe of repentance. | 

Turn to God, and he will turn to you: 
and then you are happy, though all the 
world turn againſt you. | 

If you think amiſs of Chriſt, we ſhall 
never believe: if we think well of fin, we 
ſhall never repent. 

If we put off our repentance to ano- 
ther day, we have a day more to repent 
of, and a day lefs to repent in. 

If we ſtudy to honour God, we cannot 
do it better than by confefling our ſins, 
and laying ourſelves low at the feet of 
Chriſt f 

Godly ſorrow is the ſorrow of love; 
the melting of the heart; love is the pain 
and pleaſure of a mourning heart. 

Evangelical penitent loves and grieves. 
« Alas, (faith he) that l, who am as 
« high as heaven in privilege, ſhould be 


« as deep as hell in iniquity ! Inſtead of 
D 2 *© repeating, 
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„ repenting, [ have run farther on ſcore! 
« Inſtead of honouring God, I have diſ- 
© honcured him! Inſtead of pleaſing 
„% him, I have provoked him! In- 
© ſtead of following him, I have for- 
„ ſaken him! O what bowels have I 
«*« grieved! How can [ fin again my 
«« Jeſus? Shall I deny and crucify my 
„ Saviour! He was crucified for me. and 
% thall he be crucified by me! Shall 
„wound his heart and pierce his fide 
again, and give him canſe to'ſay.— 
% 'Thefe are the wounds | have received 
* in the houſe of my friends.“ 


© Of FAITH. 


Reliance is the eſſence of faith, Chriſt 
is the object the word is the food, and 
obedience the proof: fo that true faith 1s 
a depending upon Chriſt for ſalvation in 
a way of obedience, as he is offered in the 
word. | | 

The true tears of repentance flow from 
the eye of faith. 

Though faith be neceſſary to our juſti- 


fication, good works are neceſſary to our 
ſalvation, 


we 
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We muſt derive our works from faith, 
and demonſtrate our faith by oar works, 

God is often pleaſed to embitter a life 
of ſenſe, that he may endear the life of 
faith. 

A ſteadfaſt faith begets a conſtant peace. 

The more faith, the more humility. 

Keep good principles, and they will 
keep you. 

Men would firſt ſee, and then believe; 
but they muſt firſt believe, and then ſee. 

As believers live upon Chriſt, by ſaith, 
ſo they live to him by obedience. 

Joſtifying faith is always attended with 
univerſal obedience. 

There is a difference between contend- 
ing for the faith, and babbling for a 
fancy. | 

Aſſurance ſets the notion of faith too 
high, aſſent too low. 

There is as much difference between 
faith and aſſurance, as there is between 
the root and the fruit. 

There may be joy without faith, and 
there may be faith without joy. 

Human faith is founded upon proba- 
bility, divine faith upon ny 


D3 If 
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If the exerciſe of faith be the care of 


your ſouls, the end of your faith will be 
the ſalvation of your ſouls, | 


Of HUMILITY, 


To be low is the ſafeſt and comelieſt 
poſture for ſinful Creatures. 

It is the creature's honour to abaſe 
himſelf before the moſt high God. 
God had rather ſee his children hum- 
ble for fin, than proud of grace. 
If men did but know hemioives more, 
they would be more humble. 
They that are humble, are content and 
thanktul. 

An bumble ſpitit is a charitable and 
quiet ſpirit. 

Judge thyſelf with a 2 of ſin- 
cerity, and thou wilt judge others with a 

judgment of charity, 

To humble ourſelves, is the only may 
to riſe. 

Believers muſt be humble for fin par- 
doned, and becauſe it is pardoned. 

When Paul was a Phariſee, he thought 
he was blameleſs; when he was a Chriſ- 
tian, the chief of ſinners ; before any 
thing but Chriſt; now none but Chriſt. 


If 
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If Chriſt humbled himſelf. to honour 
our nature, we ſhould humble. ourſelves 
to honour his name. 6.5 Y 

Neither all the the devils in hell, nor 
all the temptations of the world can hurt 
that man that keeps himſelf humble and 
depending upon Chriſt, 

It is humiliation to aggravate fin above 
Chriſt's ſaving power. : 

Deſpair is a corruption of humiliation, 
*tis a counterfeit humility, a ſullen pride, 
a covert of a hardened ſpirit. 

That is true humiliation, which (like 
a harbringer) makes way for Chriſt, an 
throws the ſoul at his feet, - +1 

Our Saviour was a preacher and pat- 
tern of humility ; he did ſo admire it, 
that he ſet them in the higheſt form, that 
had the loweſt hearts. 

None ſo high and gloriqus as Chriſt, 
yet none ſo meek and lowly. 


Of CONTENTMENT. 


Humility is the mother of content= 
ment, | | 
The deeper your ſelf-abhorrence, the 
eaſier is ſelf-reſignation. 
They that deſerve nothing, ſhould be 
content with any thing. 


Bleſs 


-mind to our condition. 


de would be in. 


knowledging benefits. 
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Bleſs God for what you have, and truſt 
God for what you want, 

We muſt commit our ſouls to God's 
keeping, and ſubmit ourſelves to God's 
diſpoſing. 

We ſhould his revealed will, and 
then be reſigned to his providential will. 

If we cannot bring our condition to 
our mind, we muſt — to bring our 


Neither contentment nor diſcontent- 
ment, ariſes from the outward condition, 
but from the inward diſpoſition. 

if a man is not content in that ſtate he 
is in, he will not be content in any ſtate 


Of PRIDE. 


To be ſure a man is proud of that 
which he ſcorns another for the want of, 
That which a man envies in another, - 
— 2 be proud of, if he had it him- 
e 


Pride is founded on error and ſelf-ip- 


Some are proud of what they are, 
others of what they are not. 
There is a ſullen pride, in not ac- 


A 
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A man may be poor in e yet proud 
in ſpirit, 

There may be pride in rags, in a 
ſolemn look and lowly carriage. | 

God had rather his people ſhould fare 
poorly, than live proudly. 

How canſt thou be jadge of another's 
heart, that doſt not know thine.own f 


As the firſt ſtep heavenward i is humility, 


ſo the firſt ſtep hellward is pride. 

Pride counts the goſpel fooliſhneſs, but 
the goſpel always ſhews pride to be ſo. 

Pride is a fin that will riſe out of the 
aſhes of other fins. _ 

Folly is the beginning of pride. and 
ſhame mall be the end of it; either peni- 
tent ſhame, or penal ſhame ? either tem- 
poral repentance, or eternal puniſhment, . 

Shall the ſinner be proud that is going 
to hell? Shall the ſaint be proud that is 
newly ſaved from it? 

Thou that canſt call nothing thine 
own but fin and ſhame, art thou proud ? 


Dutt and aſhes proud? A worm and 


proud ? Emptineſs, and proud ? Periſh- 
ing, and proud? 

It is unreaſonable 9 che e: reature to 
be proud, much more the ſinner. 


pu 
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Of HYPOCRISY. 


An hypocrite is one that neither is 
what he feems, nor ſeems what he is. 

An hypocrite is the picture of a ſaint ; 
but his paint ſhall be waſhed off, and he 
ſhall appear in his own colours. 

God is good in earneſt with us, we 
ought therefore to be ſo with him, 

An hypocrite is hated of the world for 


ſeeming a Chriſtian, and hated of God 
for not being one. 


Of IDL ENESS. © 


[dleneſs is the mother of many wanton 
children. 


They that do nothing, are in the ready 
way to do that which is worſe than no- 
thing. 
if we hide our talent in the ear 
ſhall loſe our treaſure in heaven. 


A Chriſtian ſhould never ſay, he hath 
nothing to do. 


It was not for nothing, that we were 
called out of nothing. 


Of the SOUL. 
It matters not what a man loſes, if he 


» we 


ſave his ſoul ; but, if he loſe his toul, it 
matters not what he ſaves. 


They 
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They that are. leaft ſenſible of their 
ſoul's wants, are moſt miſerable 

Tis our greateſt wiſdom to be tenderly 
watchful over the frame of our ſpirits ; 
to obſerve what helps it, and what in- 
Jures it. 

If you loſe your time, you loſe your 
hopes; and if you loſe your hopes, you 
loſe your ſouls; and when your ſouls are 
loſt, they ſhall never be ranſomed ; when 
your hopes are loft, they ſhall never be 
recovered ;z and when your time is loſt, 
it will never be redeemed. 


Of the Heart and Conſcience. 


The ſoft mercies of God will break the 
hard heart of man. 

An hard heart is not ſo ſoon broken, 
as a Moken heart is bound up. 

It is better to have a good conſcience, 
and be cenſured, than to have a bad one, 
and be flattered. | 

We muſt hear the warnings of con- 
ſcience or we ſhall feel the woundings of 
conſcience. 

A word from God, a look from Chrift, 
a touch from the ſpirit will break the 
heart. 
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Of GRACE. 


The notion of ſree-grace may make 
perſons diſſolute, but a ſenſe of it re- 
ſtrains from fin. „„ 

The goodneſs of God reſpects our 
emptineſs, the grace of God our ſinful- 
neſs, and the mercy of God our unwor- 
thineſs, | TE OR 

What fin is there, which grace cannot 
pardon ? What heart is there, which grace 
cannot ſoften? _ 

What ſoul is there, which grace cannot 
ſave? 

All grace flows from Chriſt united to 
the ſoul, as all life flows from the ſoul 
united to the 
The more God's juſtice was declared 
towards his Son, the more was his mercy 
magnified towards the inner. * 

G-d humbled his Son to exalt his grace. 

Saul was not ſo free in periecuting 
Chriſt, as Chriſt was in pardoning Paul. 

Bleſs God for Chrift, Chriſt for the 
ſpirit, and the ſpirit for graces. 

Poſlibly a Chriſtian's enemies way ſpoil 
him of his common mercies; but they 
ſhall never rob him of his covenant 
mercies. 


God's 


* 
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God's faithfulneſs en what bis 
mercy promiſed. 

Mercy drew-the covenant : faithfulneſs | 
keeps it; mercy called us; fankfulneſs 
will not caſt us off. 

Common mercies may be Gerd but 
covenant mercies are ſure. 12 
Abuſers of mercy are creaſurers. up of 
wrath. 

If * wert Fs thou could'ſt have 
no mercy. 

There 1s grace in che defire of grace, 

as there is fin in the deſirè of ſin. 

Lou that have found merey, ſhew mercy. 

Though God in mercy hath done great 
things for you, yet conſider what in juſ- 
tice he might have done to you. 

Whilſt we carry a ſenſe of grace in our 


_ conſcience to comfort us, let us carry a 


ſenſe of ſin in our memory to humble us. 

We can never bleſs God enough for his 
patience, that hath kept us ſo long out 
of hell; nor for his mercy, that ſo earneſt- 
ly invites us to heaven. 

All that are choſen are veſſels of mercy, 
all that are regenerate, are paliterns of 
mercy ; Al that are ſaved, are monu- 
ments of mercy ; and the weak of heaven, 
is to ſing the loud prailes of mercy, 


E It 
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It melts the heart to think that God is 
as full of mercy, as | am of fin ; he is as 
free io forgive as l am to offend, ; he bath 
daily mercies for daily ſins. 

The heart of man is ſuch a TEL ſoil, 
that no good can grow therein, unleſs 
Almighty grace plant it, 

Grace is an immortal feed, caſt into 
an immortal ſoil, that brings forth im- 
mortal ira. _ 3s 


Of TEMPTATIONS. 


Tem ptations are inſtruRjons... 

He is over- wiſe that goes out of God's 
way to eſcape a croſs. 

Gd will either keep his ſaints from 
temptations by his preventing mercy, or 
in temptations by his ſupporting mercy, 
or find a way for their eſcape by his de- 
livering mercy. 

A Chriſtian that lives here among his 
enemies, ſhould never flir abroad without 
his guard. 

Satan tem pts to ſin, the ſpirit counſels 
againſt fin, 

If you follow Satan, you will find the 
tem pter prove a tormentor; ifo follow 
tte ſpirit, you will find the counſellor 
prove A comſerter. 

Of 


de- 


Out 
(els 


the 
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"Of te WORLD. 


If the world be our portion here, hell 
will be our portion hereafter, 

We muſt, neither leave the world, nor 
love it. 

The world promiſes comforts, and 
pays ſorrows. 

Riches and proſperity will either kill 
with care, or ſurfeit with delight. 

Be not proud of . riches but afraid of 
them, leſt they be as filver bars to croſs 
the way to heaven. 

We put a price upon riches, but riches 
cannot Put a price upon us. 

We muſt anſwer for our riches, but 
our riches cannot anſwer for us. 

Riches are as indifferent things ; good 
or bad, as they are uſed: be then as in- 
different to them, as they are to you. 

If there be too great an affection for 
any thing here, there will be an auſwer- 
able affliction. 

"Tis a ſad thing when a man can have 
no comfort but in diverſions, n+ joy but 
in forgetting himſelf. 

Love.the men of the world, but not 
the things of the world, 


E 2 
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To have a portion in- the world, is a 
mercy : to haye the world for a portion, 
is a miſery. | | 

Whatever we make an idol of, will be 
a croſs to us if we belong to Chriſt; a 
curſe to us if we do not. | 

We ſhould endeavour to paſs through 
this world with a cheerful indifferency, 
Covetouſneſs betrayed our Saviour, 
envy accuſed him, and the friendſhip of 
the world condemned him. 

Man is not made for the world, but the 
world for man. 

It is our buſineſs in this world, to ſe- 
cure an intereſt in the next. 

The things of the world, the more they 
are known, the leſs they are admired; 
but the things of God, the more they are 

known, the more they are admired. 

There is no miſs of the creature, where 
there is a full enjoyment of the Creator. 
If thou art not afraid of the world, I 

fear thou art a friend of the world, and 
an enemy to God 

As you love your ſouls, beware of the 
world ; it hath flain its thouſands, and 
ten thouſands. What ruined Lot's wife? 
the world. What ruined Judas? the 

world, What ruined Simon Magus ? 


the 


— 
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the world. What ruined Demas ? the 
world, And, What thall it profit a man, 


if he gain the whole world, and loſe his 
own foul i” Matt. xvi. 26. 


To ſpeak the truth freely ; riches are 


duſt, honours are ſhadows, and pleaſures 
are bubbles. and a man a lump of vanity, 


compounded of fin and miſery. 
Of the Word of God, 


The word of God muſt be nearer to us 
than our friends, dearer to us than our 
friends, dearer to us than our hves, 
{ſweeter to us than our liberty, and plea- 
ſanter to us than all earthly comforts. | 

Take the candle of God's word, and 


ſearch the corners of your heart. 


We ſpeak to God in prayer 3 God 
ſpeaks to us in his word. 

Two things are to be trembled at; the 
preſence of God which fills all places, 
and the word of God which reacheth to 
all times. 

All arguments againſt the word of God 
are fallacies; all conceits againſt the 
word are delufions ; all derifion agaiuſt 
the word is folly ; and all oppolition 
againſt the word is madneſs. 


E 3 When 


* 


* 
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When God threatens, that's a time to 
repent ; when It promiſes, that's a time 
to believe; - when he commands, that" 8 a 
time to obey. 

If a man believed the threatenings of 
the word of God, he would tremble, and 
fly to the promiſes for refuge. 

As Chriſt came out of his Father's bo- 
— ſo the promiſes came out of Chriſt's 

SES 

The church cannot lee without faith, 
and faith cannot live without the pro- | 
miſes. 

We have leſs power to ſtand than our 
firſt parents, but we have better promiſes. 

Whatever promiſes faith takes bold of, | 
it makes the good thing there promiſed to 
be our own. . 

God's promiſes are a defence againſt 
man's threatenings. 

The promiſes of the goſpel are ſealed 
to us by the oath of the Father, the 
blood of the Son, and the witneſs of the 
ipirit. 


Of the L AW. 


The moral law was weak through the 
Hfleſh; the ceremonial law was ſo in its 


own. nature; but Chriſt was the end of 
the 2 
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the moral law to fulfil it; and the end of 
the ceremonial law to anſwer its intention 
by offering himſelf a ſacrifice. 

Chriſt was God's righteous ſervant to 
perform all the duties of the moral law ; 
and our devouted ſacrifice to bear all the 
penalties of it. 

By the law is the knowledge of fin, by 
the goſpel is the knowledge of Chriſt. 

God hath written a law and a goſpel ; 
the law to humble us, and the goſpel to 
comfort us? the law to caſt us down, and 
the goſpel to raiſe us up; the law to con- 
vince us of our miſery, and the goſpel to 
convince us of his metey; the law to diſ- 
cover fin, and the goſpel to diſcover 
grace and Chrift, : 


Of PROYVIDENCE. 


Providences are ſometimes dark texts 


that want an expoſitor. 
God's providence fulfils his promiſe, 
Count every day as well as you can, 
the providences of God towards you that 
day. | 
Without God's providence nothing falls 


out in the world: without his commiſton 


nothing irs ; without his bleſſing no- 
thing proſpers. 


ä—0—ẽ — <iieo 
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Of AFFLICTIONS. 


'Tis a worſe ſign to be without chaſ- 
tiſement, than be under chaſtiſement. * 

Two things ſhould - comfort ſuffering 
Chriſtians, viz. all that they ſuffer is not 
hell; yet it is all the hell they ſhall 
ſaffer. + oi 

Afflictions are not ſo much threatened, 
as promiſed, to the children of God. 

To be a Chriftian, and a ſuffering 
Chriſtian, is a double honour. 

By affliction God ſeparates the fin 
which he hates, from the ſoul which he 
loves. | 


The more a man fears fin, the Jeſs 
will he fear trouble. 


Afflictions are of God's ſending, but 
of fin's deſerving. 

Sin is the poiſon, affliction the phyſic. 

When God is hambling us, let us en- 
deavour to humble ourſelves. 


May not every one do what he will 
with his own God ? 


If the ſervants of Chriſt are never ſo | 


low, yet his heart is with them, and his 


eye upon them. 
God takes it unkindly when we grieve 


too much for any outward thing; be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe *tis a fign we fetch not that comfort 


from him which we ſhould. 
Though the hand of God may be a- 
ainſt you ; yet, the heart of God may 


towards you. 
What if the providence of God croſs 


you, if the promiſe of God bleſs you? 


| 


What is bearing a temporal croſs, to 
the wearing an eternal crown f 
Our enjoyments are greater than our 


afflictions, and our aſſlictions leſs than 


our fins, 
Our ſufferings ſhould ſtir up our gracey 
as well as our griefs, 


Fill up the void ſpaces of your time 
ith meditation and prayer. 
They are ſafeſt who are moſt in their 
loſets ; who pray not to be ſeen of men, 
but to be heard of God. 
Prayer doth not conſiſt in gifted ex- 
reſſions, and a volubility of ſpeech ; but 


| in a brokenneſs of heart. 


Imperfect broken groans, from a broken 


| heart, God will accept. 


| 


An hard heart cannet pray; a broken 
heart, is made up of prayer. 
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It is a comfart for Chriſtians apart to 
think their prayers meet before a throne 
of grace: and their perſons . ſhall meet 
before a throne of glory. | | 

There wants nothing but a believing 
prayer to turn the promiſe into a per- 
formance. 

God 1s a great God, and therefore he 
will be ſought; he is a good God, and 
therefore he will be found. | 
| When God pours out his ſpirit upon 
man, then will man pour out his heart 
before God. 

He that lives without prayer, or prays 

without life, hath not the ſpirit of God. 

bo Prayer doth not confiſt in the elegance 

of phraſe, but in the firength of the affec- 
tion. 

Where there is a willing heart, there 
will be a continual crying to heaven for 
help. | 

Pray that vou may pray. 

Waiting upon God continually will 
abate your unneceſſary cares, and ſweeten 
your neceſſary ones. 

God counts all the ſteps we take to the 
| throne of grace, and all the minutes of 


our Waiting. | 


» . 


Let 


\» 
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Let nothing get between heaven and 


prayer, but Chriſt. 


Prayer, if it be done as a 0. is no 
prayer. 


Sin quenches prayer, afflictios quickens 
it | 


The ſame ſpirit of faith which teaches 


a man to cry earneſtly, teaches him to 


wait patiently ; for as it aſſutes him the 
mercy is in the Lord's hand; ſo it afſures 


him, it will be given forth in the Lord's 
time, 


The breath of prayer comes, from the 
life of faith. 


Whatever you want, go to God by 
faith ard prayer, in the name of Chriit, 


and never think his delays are denials. 


They that ſpend their days in faith and 


prayer, ſhall end their days in peace and 


comfort. 


Of ETERNITY. 


Look backwards, and time was when 
ſouls were not; look forward, and our 
ſouls will be when time ſhall not, 

Who would not deny himſelf for a 
time, that he may enjoy himſelf for ever. 
What is the world to them that are in 
the grave, where our bodies mult ſhortly 


be ? 


_ raps for robes. 


— F 
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be? Or to them that are in eternity, 
where our ſouls muſt ſhortly be? 
Remember you are at the door of eter- 
nity, and have other work to do than to 
trifle away time ; thoſe hoars which you 
ſpend in your cloſet, are the golden ſpots 
of all your time, and will have the 
ſweeteft influence upon your laſt hours. 
Our life is a paſſage to eternity; it 
ought to be a meditation of eternity; and 
a preparation for eternity, 


Of DEATH. 


The longeſt life is a lingering death. 

Firſt infancy dies, then childhood, then 
youth, then manhood, then old age, and 
then we make an end of dying. f 


Though thou mayeſt have been nearer 


death tin thine own apprehenſions) than 


thou art now; yet it is certain, death 


was never ſo near to thee as it is now. 

Man does not die becauſe he is made 

< earth, but becauſe he rs infected with 
n. | F 

Death of a Chriſtian, is putting off 


We need not be aſhamed of that now, 
which we are ſure we ſhall not repent of 
when we come to die. 


As 
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As the king of terrors leaves us, ſo 
the day of terror will find us, 

Death will be very terrible to him who 
dies not in his thoughts daily. 

There is nothing terribfe in death, but 


What our lives have made fo, 


Tis death to many to think of death; 
they are as unwilling to be led into a 
ditcourſe of death, as children into the 
dark ; the thoughts of it are no more 
welcome to them, than Moſes was to 
Pharaoh; to whom he ſaid, Ger thee from 
me, and let me ſee thy Face no more, Exod. 
x. 28. 

Death ſhuts in tae light of this world, 
and is the day-break of eternity. 

Let us familiarize death by meditation, 
and ſweeten it by preparation. 

The great comfort of a believer, on his 
death-bed, is faith in Chriſt, hope in the 


| promiſes, and an intereſt in the covenant... 


This life is a middle ſtate; we muſt 
ſoon go higher or lower, where we muſt 
ſpend upon the creature we here lay up, | 
whether of wrath or glory. 

We ſhould think of death, not as 
though we were thinking, but as though 
we were dying. 


F It 
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It is the greateſt bufineſs of life, to 
think of the end of life, and to lay hold 
of eternal life, | as 

Let us make a friend of death, and our 
judge; and then we ſhall die out of 
choice, as well as neceſſity. 


HEAVEN. 

If heaven doth not enter into us by way 
of holineſs, we ſhall never enter into 
heaven by way of happineſs. cho pal 

If you would lay up a treaſure of glory 
in heaven, lay up a treaſure of grace in 
your hearts. "jus 

If your ſouls are rich in grace, they 
will be rich in glory. 4 

The more you do for God in this world, 
the more God will do for you in the 
world to come. 
© As heaven is kept for the ſaints of 
Chriſt, ſo they are kept for heaven by the 
ſpirit. | 
F In heaven all God's ſervants will be 
abundantly ſatisfied with his dealings and 
diſpenſations with them ; and ſhall fee 
how all conduced. like ſo many winds, 
to bring them to their haven ; and how, 
even the rougheſt blaſts helped to bring 


In 


them homeward. 


the beiers and thorns of the wilderneſs. 
In heaven there is the preſence of all 
good, and the abſence of all evil. 
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In heaven God will never hide his face 
more, nor the devil ſhew his more. 
. How can We expect to live with God 
in heaven, if we love not to live with him 


on earth ? 


ES Joni dd waa God bemthe 


low, Gad will cake thee up to worſhip 
him above. : Fhou ſhalt change thy 
place, but. not. thine employment, 
Heaven is a day without a cloud to 
darken it, and without a night to end it. 


We would be ſeated in the heavenly 


Canaan, but are loth to be ſcratched with 


ace and glory differ, but as the bud, 


na 


and” the bloſſom: What is grace but 


glory begun ? What is glory, but grace 


perfected. 27 | „ 
We may hope for a place in heaven, | 
if our hearts are made fuitable to the Hate 


of heaven. 

I there will be any ba in . 
ſure it will be for Fuſs that we have done 
no more for God on earth. 


* 


E 2 


* 5 
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Of HELL, 


They that will not fear the puniſhment 
in the threatening, ſhall feel the threaten» 
ing in the puniſhment. 

in heaven holineſs is their everlaſting 
temper, and happineſs their everlaſting 
portion; in hell fin is their eternal tem- 
per, and ſorrow their eternal portion. 

The reaſon why ſo many fall into hell, 
is becauſe ſo few think of it. 

They fall deepeſt into hell, that fall 
backward into hell. 

None are ſo near heaven, as they that 
are convinced; none ſo near hell, as thoſe 
who have quenched conviction. 

The ſcorner's ſeat ſtands next hell-gate, 

We muſt fall into the arms of Chjift, 
or into the flames of hell. 

You may think it a ſad thing to repent 
on earth, but it is a ſadder thing to re- 

pent in hell. | 22 

A creature's place is a low place, but 
a finner*s place is a lower. 

Dis a weak and wretched thing, by 
_ falſe peace to ſecure eternal ſorrow. 


FP 
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CHAP. 1. 


Containing fame religions OG ruations by 
 avay of a Simile. ; | 


8 rivers and fountains proceed from 
A the ſea, and return thither again; 


ſo true g ace in the heart, as a fountain, 


ſends forth all its ſtreams towards God, 
the ocean from whence it flowed. 

_ Chriſtian graces are like perfumes; 
the more they are preſt, the ſweeter they 
ſmell; like ſtars that ſhine brighteſt in 
the dark ; like trees, the more they are 
ſhaken, the deeper root they take, and 
the more fruit they bear. 

As ſnow is of itſelf cold, yet warms 
and refreſhes. the earth; ſo afflictions, 
though in themſelves grievous, yet keep 
the {onal of the Chriſtian warm, and make 
it fraitiul. 

F 3 The 
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The caſting down of our ſpirits in true 
humility, is but like throwing a ball on 
the ground which makes it rebound the 
higher towards heaven, 

As worldly joy ends in ſorrow, fo godly 
ſorrow ends in joy. | | 

As it ſometimes rains when the ſun 
ſhines ; ſo there may be joy in a ſaint's 
heart when there axe tears in his eyes. 

Confeſſion of fin ſhould come like wa- 
ter from a ſpring, that runs freely ; and 
not like water from a ſtill, that is forced 
by che fire of affliction. | 

As the way to ſtop bleeding, is by 
Opening a vein, ſo the way to ſtop un- 
_reaſonavle forrow is to turn it againſt fin, 

Sin is like a bee. with honey in its 
mouth. but a ſting in its tail. 

Many a man ſhifts his fins as men do 
their cloaths: they put off one to put on 
another: This is but wailing upon the 
devil in a new livery. 

The fins of a good man are like weeds 
in 'a garden, which may hinder the 

growth of truits and flowers, but {not 
permitted to get texd}; cannot kill them. 
The pleaſure of fin is like a draught of 
ſweet poiſon. 


As 
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As the fly, that plays about the candle, 
doth often burn its wings at laſt ; ſo the 
Chriſtian that parleys with Temptation, 
is in danger of having the wings of his 
ſou! ſo ſhortened by the fiery darts of the 
devil, that he will not be able to riſe 
again towards heaven, *till God ſhall give 
him renewed affections. 

As Noah's dove could find no reſt for 
the ſole of her foot, ſo the ſpirit of God 
can find no refidence in that heart which 
is deluged in fin. 

Our conſcience is as a fire within us, 
our fins as the fuel; therefore inftead of 
warming it will ſcorch us; unleſs the 
fuel be removed, or the heat of it allayed 
by penitential tears. 

All true Chriſtians muſt be like Noah's 
ark, that was pitched within and without, 
Gen vi. 14. They mutt have a holy in- 
fide, and a holy outſide; their proteſhon 
and practice muſt agree together. 

They that are profeſſors only, and 
make a ſhew of religion only for finiſter 
ends are like Orpah; in times of afflic- 
tion they will kiſs their mother and be 
gone : they will ſoon take leave of the 
church of God. But they that are true 
Chriſtizns are like Ruth ; they will clea ve 
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to her, tay by her, live and die with 
her. and never depart from her. Ruth 
1. 14. 

As it is not putting on a gown that 
makes a ſcholar, but the inward habits 
of the mind ; ſo it is not putting on an 
outward cloak of profeſſion that makes a2 
Chriſtian, but the inward grace of the 
heart; . | | 
As Noah's dove found no footing but 
inthe ark; ſo a Chriftian finds no con- 
tentment but in Chriſt. | | 
Our hearts are like inftraments of 
muſic well tun'd ; they will make no 
melody in the car of God, unleſs they 
be gently touch'd by the finger of the 
ſpirit, | 

Chriſtians hearts are as iron; if they 
be once made hot with the love of God, 
they will more eaſily be joined: together 
in love to one another. 

As the ſan ripens and ſweetens fruits 
by ſhining upon them, without which, 
they would be ſour and unſavoury ; fo it 
is the ſunſhine of God's love and favour 
that ſweetens all earthly bleſſings, with- 

out which they would be but croſſes and 
curſes to them that poſſeis chem. 


God's 
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God's mercies are as cords to draw us 
to him; but our ſins are as ſharp ſwords 
that cat thoſe cords. 

- Outward comforts are like the rotten 


. twigs of a tree; they may be touched, 


but if they are truſted to, or reſted apon, 
they will certainly deceive and fail us. 
As cankers breed in the ſweeteſt roſes, 
ſo pride may ariſe out of the ſweeteſt du- 
ries, ; | 


like a ſhip in a ſtorm, in danger of 
wrecks: A meek foul without 'zeal, is 


like a ſhip in a calm, that moves not ſo 


faſt to its harbour as it ought. 
Notional knowledge is like the light of 


a candle, which enlightens, but does not 


warm; true and ſaving knowledge is like 
the ſun, which not only eulightens but 
enlirens. 1 

As God commanded under the law, 


that the inwards of every ſacrifice ſhould 


be burnt, that they might be an offering 
made by fire, of ſweet ſavour, unto the 
Lord, Lewit. iv. 8. ſo he looks for no lefs 
now: for, unleſs we offer up our hearts 
to him on the altar of Chriſt's merits with 
the fire of zeal, our duties will never be 
acceptable to him, 2 

| $ 


A zealous foul without meekneſs, is 


. 
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As Old Teſtament ſaints had ſacrifices 
under the law ; ſo New Teſtament ſaints 
have under the goſpel : for every duty in 
which ſaints conſecrate themſelves, is 
called ſacrifice, _ P/a/m iv 5. exvi. 17. 
Heb. xiii. 16. And we may parallel law 
and goſpel ſacrifices. thus, Repentance is 
a treſpaſs-offering, zeal a burnt offering, 
praiſe a free-will-offering, and fincerity | _ 
the ablations of unleavened bread. | 

As every ſhred of gold is precious, ſo 
is every miaute of time. 

As it would be great folly to ſhoe horſes 
(as Nero did) with gold; fo it would be, 
to ſpend time in trifles. N 
A Chriſtian's birch is like the red-ſea, 
that brings him into the wildernef: ; his 
death is like Jordan, that brings him into 
Canaan. | 1 

As the waters that ſunk the men of the 
old world, raiſed up Noah in the ark; ſo 
death which ſinks fianers into hell, raiſes 
ſaints up to heaven. 

As a Haſiliſk, if it ſees a man firſt, kills 
him, but if 'a man ſees it firſt, it doth 
him no harm: fo, if we ſee death firſt, 
and prepare for it, we unſting it, and it 
can do us no hurt. * 
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As lamps fed with ſweet oil, caſt a 
| ſweeter fmell when they are put out; ſo 
after death, the 2 of the rig hreous 
is precious. 

A wicked man: is like one that hangs 
over a deep pnt by a ſlender cord with one 
hand and — it with the other. 


CHAP. III. 


Containing ſerious Advice to T outh, 
PART I. 
HUSE God for your 


portion; re- 
| remember that he 1s the uy 
happineſs of a rational and immortal ſou 

The toul that was made for God can find 
no happineſs but in God; it came from 
God, and can never be happy but-by re- 
turning to him again, and reſting i in him. 
Mic. ii. 10. Ari/e, for this is not your reft. 
Col. iii. 1, 2, 3. He be then riſen with 
2 
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Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things which are above, 
where Chrift fateth on the right band of 
God. Se your afftions on things above, 
not on things on earth : for ye are dead, 
and your lift 1s hid with Chrift in God. 
God is ail ſufficient ; get him for your 
portion and you, have all ; then you have 
Infinite wiſdom to direct you, infinite 
knowledge to teach you, infinite mercy 
to pity and fave you, infinite love to care 
for and comtort you, and infinite power 
to protect and keep you. If God be 
ours, all his attributes are yours; all 
e bis creatures, all his works of providence, 
ſhall do you good, as you have need of 
them. He is an eternal, full, ſatisfac- 
tory portion. He is an ever-living, ever. 
loving, ever-preſent friend; and with. 
out him you are a curſed creature in 
every condition, and all things will work 
againſt you. FEE, 
II. Contider, that by nature you are 
dead in treſpaſſes and ſin; a child of 
wrath, a ftranger, and enemy to God; 
and while ſuch, the thoughts of God are 
terrible to you; you can expect nothing 
from him but wrath and everlaſting burn- 
ings. God is ever angry with the wicked ; 
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his holineſs hates all fin; his all-ſeeing eye 


betiolds it; and his juſtice will paniſh. it. 


While you are in a ſtate of nature you | 
can do nothing but fin, Gen. vi. 5. Matth. | 


Every thing is a ſnare, and a 


vii. 18. 
wicked heart is apt to be taken. 


Labour 


neſs of your nature be your greateſt baz 


* 


den. Strive and labour againft this 
rincipally. Get purity of heart, and a 
life will follow apon it; but if yon 


Fol in 


ſtrive only 


againſt outward. acts of ſin, 


while your heart is let alone, your labour 


will be in vain, your heart will tire you 
out; or if it doth not, 


thing more damnable than à Wicked un- 
renewed heart. 


II. Confider, that Chriſt alone is your 


way to God, Juſtification, pardon, and 
acceptance with God, is by faith in him 
alone. Sandification, and a new nature, 


is by the power of his ſpirit alone. Let 
Child therefore be 


for your Lord and Saviour; ſubmit to his 
commands in all things; and reſt your 


foal "er kim alone or reconciliation | 
& r 


bs be ſenfible of this, and let the finful- 


yet remember, 
that God's eye is in the heart, and he 
| Hath provided a hell for hypocrites. No- 


recious to your ſouls, - 
Labour for true faith in him. Take him 


— 2 — 
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and peace with God. Open your heart 
to the wotidüs of his Ipinit;, welcome 
wat prificiple of a holy and divine life, 
An de fure to improve his motions, fol- 
i his drawings, and by no means 


. be be 


” 


| edy In your repentance, and 
diligent ih Your epdeavours after bolinels, 
Know the time bt God's graciods viſita- 


Hon. While God is calling, Chrift in- 
| 3. the pate of beazen ſet open, the 
wihiſters. of the whrd exhorting, and the 
ſpirit dfzWing, make haſte and delay not. 
" C6hfidet Your life is but thotr, and 
Mibgether uncertain. defer one day 
way be to your everlaſting undoing. 
en four life is once gone it will be in 
vain to think of repenting. voa ſhall 
then Rave no more ſermons, no more 
offers of Chriſt and grace, Heb: ix. 27. 
God will be ns no more; And if 
| God ſhould take away, your life to- mor- 
fow, you would peniſh inexcuſably for 
refuſing bis grace to-day. One offer of 
| grace retuſed rehders a finner inexcuſable, 
though God ſhould never offer his mercy 
more. O trifle not with your ſoul! Be 
not cateleſ; of eternal happineſs. You have 
Keaven and hell, life and death before 


you, 


- — — . 8 — — 
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you, and it depends 25 your Dran hear 
NN wh TI 1 e 1 3 

y are cho pa y the choice of 
which Jes , "yy 115 E 
chuſe it be . TEAR 
again, (h at you have 1 life to aſe 
in, Trifle not away this moment, upon 
which depen. eteTputy 3 bs; 5g not 
Your mort ume to your eter . 
Stand not upon 2 og. . dif- 
ficulty, ſelf-denial, or f An for your 
eternal happineſs, Goa wy have you 
ſaved ; ohh K hath. dieg for you-jo ge- 
concile you to God : 
heaven A open 3 doo far. your ſoul. to 
enter in at, and is interceding with 
the Father for all race and mercy far 
you, it you refyſe hie not. He came 
into the world to y and {ape that which. 
is loft, Lohe Xx. 19. | Becauſe ſenſible of 
yogr finful lose, ee condition 
without bim 01 l 
Saviour, yield. to all his 
take him as offered FI 
his offices 


be 1 i aſcended 1 Me 


aſte 22 
ance an 


I. ig all 


V. er to be mal, $i the: 
wer ef eligious, and be not unge 

ifliculties of it. God's grace ſhall 
be ſufficient for your help z his —_— 
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| ſhall be your ſweet encouragement ; 
peace of conſcience, and communion 
with God, mall be your ever-preſent 
' -  cordials. The trouble and pains of re- 
_ Tigion ſhall be but ſhort and your reward 
Mall be glorious and eternal. Remem- 
ber that of the apeſtle, when religion 
calls you to ſelf-denial and ſufferings, 
«« Oar light afflictions that are but for a 
moment ſhall work 'out for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of 
lory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. If we ſuffer with 
Chriſt we ſhall alſo reign with him, 2. 
Tim. ii. 12. And the ſufferings of this 
preſent life are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which ſhall be re- 
vealed, Rom. viii. 18. See alſo, Ja. 
Xliii. 2, 3, When thou paſſeth through 
the waters I will be with thee; and 
through the rivers, they ſhall not over- 
flow thee; when thou walkeſt through 
the fire thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither 
Mall the flame kindle upon thee. For I 
am the Lord thy God, the holy one of 
Iſrael thy Saviour.” Never are we more 
joyſul than when we deny our joy for 
Chriſt's ſake! And if theſe arguments 
will not prevail, then conſider, that all 
the pains and difficulties of religion wal 


” — . a — 
a 
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be found in the end fan mare tolerable 
than hell. 9 3 
VI. Devote your. young years tt & 
Gad, and your loving Saviour. 
he firſt fruits are to be offered ta him. 
The green cars of youth: are to be carried 
to his ſanftuary. Think it not pity that 


the vain delights and. finfyl pleaſures af 


youth ſhould be loſt ; you ſhall but ex- 
* them for ſpiritual delights, which 
are far mare excellent, inward, and laſt- 
ing. The joy of the Holy Ghoſt, the 
rejoicing of a. good cenſcience, commu- 
nion with the ſenſe of his love, 


and the hope of heaven, are. tar better 
than the pleaſures of fin, and will mane 


than recompenſe your laſs of yauthiat 
and carnal delights, And conſider thay 
ſeriouſly that none have uſually more 
comfort in. their fouls than. thoſe, who 
are willing to loſe their inful camforts 
or God and their ſoul's take. 
Remember that you. muſt give an ac- 
count to God how you ſpend your youth, 
as as for old age. C 
young as. you ate, how. many years are 
already ſpent ; and what account you. are 
able to give to Gud of them. One 
ſpent in fin is too much ; and the fins © 
G 3 one 
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66 8 ious ADVICE TO YOUTH, 
one hour deſerves a hell. Younger tban 
you are dead and gong. Let the thoughts 
of them mind you ſeriouſſy of your ac- 
count. Your call to God's bar may be 
next. Are you ready? Think often what 
expence of time may be beſt accounted 
_ 'for to God; and fo ſpend your younger 

days,” as you will wiſh you had ſpent 
them when yon come to die and. be 
| Je WH | 
Suppoſe God ſhould call you away 


fuddenly, what ſentence could you ex- 


pert from him? Are you ready, if the 
idegroom ſhould now come? Marth. 
xxv. 5. It will be no excuſe at judg- 
ment, if you be found in your fins, to 
. Lord, I was but young. He that is 
eld enough to fin is old enough for hell. 
You cannot make ſure of God's love, 
and an intereſt in Chriſt too ſoon. You 
cannot ſecure your foul too ſoon. 
Confider thoſe young ones in ſcripture 
who are commended for their early piety. 
Samuel was miniſtering to God in his 
childhood, 1 Sam. ii. 18. Joſiah had a 
tender heart for God in his tender years, 


[| 2 Kings, xxii. 19. Children {ang ho- 
v ſannas to Chriſt, Marth, xxi. 15. Ti. 
$i Mmothy was a ſaint betimes, 2 Tin. iii. 


[| 15 
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4 5. And let theſe young ones be your 
pattern. ö 


The young diſciple was the loved diſ- 
ciple. God takes great delight in early 
convert. All your life is due to God, let 
him therefore have all that fill remains, 
and beg his pardon that any of it hath 
been denied. | | ; oP 1 0 
 Repentance is eaſieſt in youth. Sin is 
leſs rooted, Satan not ſo fortify'd, grace 
not ſo much lighted, the ſpirit not fo 
much grieved, and the conſcience not ſo 
much hardened. | E 
Be ſure therefore to give God your 
youth. Reſolve now to be ſerioufly re- 
igious. Now beg for the pardon. of 
your ' fins, and the ſpirit of holineſs; 
and though the generality of youth take 
another courſe, yet be not ſway d by 
the multitude, and carried down the 
ſtream towards hell; let them go, you 
ſhall have better company. 'The ſaints 
of God will love you, the angels of God 
will guard you, and the preſence of God 
himſelf ſhall be with on 
And if you find yourſelf ſtill inclined 
to be as the moſt are, and to do as the 
moſt do, confider that you cannot have 
that pleaſure in fin which others * 
Ou 
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You have had a good education, and 
good inſtructions ; your conſcience hath 
more awaken'd, and will not ſaffer 
you to enjoy the pleaſures of fin, 28 
others, who are more ignoranc, and 
werfe educated, may. Conſcience will 
mix gall with your honey; when you go 
to prayer, in the evening, upon your 
bed, when alone and retired, or in the 
dark, it will read ſad leRures to you, 
and make you review your paſt delights 
with bitterneſs. | 
Labour therefore to approve yourſelf 
9 © God in youth; and though others 
41 may condemn you, yet God (from whoſe 
n mouth only you muſt live or die] will 
1 uit and juſtify you, 
as a conclufion + this 2 
faking of fin, when yon are moſt capable 
of pleaſure or honour by it, and a turn- 
to God when you are moſt capable 
enjoying the world, will clearly evi- 
dence the truth of yqur conyerſion. - 80 
that a timely converſion tv God in youth, 
as it is moſt eaſy, ſo it is leaſt queſtion» 
able; for it now appears. that Cod iy 
loved for himſelf, and. Chtiſt is preferred 


above 


a branch in Chriſt, unleſs, all your ſap 


by an active 


buffetings by ſufficient 7 


not ſo moch as W e thoughts 
2 Cor, Ul. 5. 
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above the fleſh, and grace . the 
ſweeteſt We i in the e 


4 7 N wary: 


J. Uebe the word of God the rule of 


: all you do. 


Ii. Whatever you do, by 2 to 261 it 
in the ſtrength of Chriſt... Without me 
(faith Chriit) ye can do not John xv. 
5. i- e. nothing well, nothing that id 
acceptable to God. If you, do not bear 
fruit as a branch in Chriſt, your fruit 
will be but bad, and unſavoury in God's 
account ; and you cannet bear fruit, as 


and fructifying power be drawn from him 


aith. Paul coald do a 
things through Chrif that firengthentdl him, 
Phil. vi. 13. He 4 the devil's 
race from Chriſt, 
imſelf, he could 


2 Cor. xii. 9 . Bat of 


Nature 


30 „i avvice 70 YOUTH. 
Nature is but a dry root of poogdnefs ; 
no gracious nes pring 4 lee 
Grace depends upon continual ſupplies 
that flows from Chriſt, as ſap from the 
root, or beams from the ſun, If Chriſt 
withdraws, your grace preſently lan- 
guiſhes, grows faint aud anactive. Know 
ore. and mind it before you go to 
work, from whence your ſtrength muſt 
come, and fetch it in by faitk Wich- 
out this practice you ſhall fall in fraalt 
_ temptations, and with it ſtand in great 
ances. Be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the 
er of die might, and nothing ſhall 
too hard for you, Mountains ſhal be 
ins, and vallies filled up. Al things 
de poſſible to him that believes, and 
| relies upon that power to which nothing 
Hk As you are to act in the power of 
Chnſt, fo you are to preſeat your duties 
to. God in the name ef Chriſt, Col iii. 
ky. Vour- moſt coſtly facrifices are but 
in the noſtrils of a holy God, 
if they be not perfumed by the fragrant 
incenſe of his intercefion ; vour faireſt 
righteouſneſs bat as filthy rags, if bis 
righteouſneſs doth not cover it: your 
duties muſt be dyed in the blood of Chriit, 


they 


Prength. Ia. xlv. 24. wy 
Iv. 


- righteouſneſs, are the 
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they muſt be enriched with his preci 
mew or they will be too mean for Ge 
to look upon, unleſs with indignation. 


In the Lord bave 1 rightroufugft and 


Whatever you do, 4% all ts the 
glory of God. 1 Cor. x. 31. The beft 
action is i done, if not for 2 good end; 
and no end is religiouſly good without 


this. That duty that does not begin and 
end with God, is no part of godlibeſt. 


Look therefore to 
ſatisfy yourſelf that 
have done it well. 


unleſs that 1 

It is the deſign of the goſpel to take 
man wholly off himſelf, and caſt him 
wholly upon God and Chriſt All idols 
muſt be caſt down, that God alone may 
be exalted. Self-emptineſs and God's 
fulneſs, ſclf-aeficiency and Chriſt's tuf- 
kciency, ſelſ- unrighteouſneſi and Chrift's 
convictions 
of the goipelz and to make ſelf- nothing, 
and God all in point of wiſdom, firength, 
righteouſneſs, and glory, is the great 
command and duty of it. 
And by-theſe ihings examine all you 
do; by whoſe rule have I ated? 
whoſe firength have I acted ? in 


your end, and never 
you have dene much, 
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name have I actedꝰ And for whoſe glory 
have Tafted ? What faith; what bumilt 


ty, What ſelf-denial, what love of God | 
and Cbrift, hath chere been in all my 


ations. Lo 


2 ho are fuer Rules 4 Adion. 


v. e to make every * the 


Lord's to — it * and to get nearer 
heaven Aa it. 


1. As ſoon as ever you awake in the 
morning, lift up your heart to God, and 
open it to him, As much as poſſible you 
can, avoid all thoughts about the world 
until your morning devotions are over. 
For you will find by experience that, if 
the world\giyes your ſoul the firſt ſalute, 
and be embraced with kindneſs in your 
morning affections, it will greatly deaden 
your heart. in the morning duties. 

2. As ſoon as you are up preſent your 
defires to God, in the name of Chriſt, 
for whatever your ſoul feels the want of, 


and give P's his due ha ſor his 


* 
— 
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4 to this end ns — this Advice. N 


David, fal. V. 
beur in the 
iny will red my 


is 4 
Lor 
mayo evict, 

. 3+ Let no Gay 
portion of _ 
tter, 


Will kad it very 


Prov. Xxii. 23 
ralk evith 2 


the command of Go 


coura 
alt 
the 


H 


niet ADVICE To Yours 74 
merces towards you the night paſt. Tube 
5 . My Ne Patt thin 
wot? O Lord; in the morui 


prayer unto thts. 
for thankſgiving,” Fial. xeii. 1. 2. it 


2 ro give tbanti unto rbee, 0 
are fed * unf 


e, 3 Kuck 11 
2 =_ 8 it before 
1 rug, ſg; or full after; 

ad A Set witt dis 

four inc bur de ine it be done? Fon 


— — — 


ſome 
is no 


profitable to begin the 
Gay with ſuch” z- cohverſe with God. 
Wits thou wakft it | 
See Jobe v. 39. the 
command of Chriſt jy _ m Jeſu it 8. 


ifs. 


The fcripture 4185805 6s, and the 
 deviPs devices and. thalice ; it diſcovers - 
duty, and the love of God and Chriſt 
and it diſcovers your ſtrength and en- 
gements: there are the r 
ng add crowning grace. By th 
i(puie_ acts, the devil is couquet 
and the foal is comforted. Through 


theſe, the eye of faith can ſee the love Uf 


Chriſt, 


| _ 


tor, * 
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Shel, 2 grace of Se A 25 etl 


In e 
e N the arms Ws "ihe Gan 
heſe are the words of. n 
n, grace, and tr 
Ge to ſalvation :. 


e:power of 
look into A 


ub, ape every. day 
praying, for the ehe 
al th. with what 


nende vab 


TE, ring 15 or N 
* e with integ- 
ring. d ee ee God, 


whoſe 5 or ought 10 be in all 
thipgs, P/al. Ixxvili. 75 "Do all things 
as. to the Lord, as 15 B 955 and ac- 
cording. to his. will; and your whole 
day's work will be as it were a religio 
worſhip : bis 9 Will make al 
holy. FF 
* Have 2 care every "toy that nothin 
put you in a paſſion ; do nothing vin 
2 over.cagernels of mind; and be ever 
ur guard againſt ſudden accidents, 
2 ov can never be obtained but by 
Ws Fo yourſelf, and your affairs, 
Into Ged's hand and care every day; 
believing that he governs all things wiſe- 
1z,. and will ever do that which is beſt 
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The r m, ant god 
divine onde, oft er 
u = "har would 1: 


open quillt is Four kee foul. © 
4 1p 18 


1 . 
5 2 
mercies. 15 es i HAN their 


evening ſacrifices, as well as morning, 
Ex6t: xx*."5 ²˙¹¹ů¹¹AA;.ẽ 
little as 2 be allowed to thoſe who »1 
commande ray ally, Phi 

iv. 6. Theſ. 77 17. Aker, prayer 
ſhould . its rites 1 in it. P/al xcii. 
1, 2. n good. ta gi thanks nato the 


Lord—to ſhea. forth. his thank fulngſt.emery 


night. A child will aſk his earthlyzfa- 
ther's bleſſing at morning and night; 
and it is: honey. manners, and to better 
rpoſe, to aſk our heavenly. Father's 
blefiing as often. We are ever in wan 
and God is ever giving; prayers theres? 
ſore, and praiſes, are ever ſuitable aug 
becoming. {4 

| Let no day go withoat,obſervation, and | 
review of God's carriage towards. yous 
and of yours towards bim; of merei 
and aflictions; and of your duties, an 

the frame of heart in 1 of your fins 
or inclinations to fin; and ſo likewiſe, of 
H32 any 
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B e of of 
od related. to you. or ſeen 
__ of- 735 ouzſelf. Ws 047M ys have 

505 2 1 In affliftions 


= . 


L — | 4 — * 1 
. , 4: "0 


b 4 1 
[4 6 | . 28 1.3 V7 <5 240 * 


char W. 


1 K a6 


— Jome Gegen RefleSions Di- 


. ES nn 


Proper Refudions for pour bau. 
UTWARD this are no 6 
of God's good —4 The 2 
proſperity mines upon the brambles ef 
the wilderneſs, as well as upon che flowers 
of the garden: and the ſnow of affection 
falls upon the garden as well * f ns 
wildernefs. 

Wat though the beate of Hoangre 
comforts run low with thee, ſo thou haſt 
the more from the ſpring-head ? There 

25 : + 13 
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is more comfort in one drop that difſtits 
immediately from God, than from ten 
thouſand rivers . a from creature 
delights. 
God doth ſameximes on purpoſe hew 
us the creature's emptineſs, that we may 
go to his fulneſs. He makes us ſee the 
creatures to be broken ciſterns, that we 
may know him te be the fountain; and 
that we may feed more largely upon 
ſpiritual dainties, he does deuy us carnal 
ones. 
What thou oh God deny thee the earth- 
ly jewels, it. £ gives thee: the heavenly 
crown ?—[f thou haſt no portion here, 
thou ſhalt have a kingdom hereafter; 
and God is thy portion here, and fo long 
thou ſhalt not want any thing, 
Creature comforts at the beſt, and. to 
the beft, are only delightful, not ſatis. 
fyi ng 3 ; pleaſant, not gainfal ! 
hat if all thy friends forſake thee, ſo 
long as, God Who is better than all) 
ſtand | by thee '— Whatever enjoyment 
friends afford, that God does mach more. 
Do they love thee? He died for thee. 
Do they pity thee in_thine afflitions ? 
In all thy aflliftions he is afflited, Ii. 
Ixiii. 9. What wouldeſt chou have a 
H 3 friend 


oF odcavonalr aun, Kd. 
friend for ? For- converſe; O tafte and 
ſee how good and pleaſant à thing it is 
to have communion with God! Hear if 
thou canſt; and not be raviſhed) the ſweet 
voice, I am thine and thou art mine. O! 
feel the pantings of his heart, and hear 
the ſoundings' of his bowels ! Wouldeſt 
thou have a friend to pour out thy breaſt 
into? O! who is ſo fir for that as God ? 
He will bear part of thy burden if thou 
art laden, or he will add new ſtrength 


to ſuſtain it. His love; his converſe; his 


ſociety,” is life icſelf ; and ſuch a life is 
made up of noth 
delight. | * 


 * " "The Myfteryof a Chriftian, 


T. He lives in another. Gal. ii, 20, 
He is wiſe in another, 1 Cor. i. 30. He is 
righteous in another, Rom. x. 4. He is 
ftrong in another, J. Iv. 24. 
2. He is very low in dani, but 
very high in hope. He knows Je js un- 
deſerving of the Jeaff mercy, yet expeQs 
the greateſt, Gen. xxxil. 10, 12 
23 He is in the world, hut net of the 
world, 7ehy xv. 6. In the world as a 
1 e 
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a a as a eee 


ing but ſweetneſs and 
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pilgrim, but not as a citizen. His s- 
bitation is below, but * converſation 
above. * | 4 

. He is meek, 'but on. meek 
in his own cauſe, yet —— in the 
cauſe of God. A. Moſes, who was 
dead to affronts, deaf to . and 
blind to injories,) He comply with 
any thing that is civil, but with nothing 
that is Aatel. He will ſtoop: to the ne- 
ceffitics of the weaneſt, but will not 
to the fin ful: humours of the greateſt, 
5. He works out his ſalvation with 
fear and trembling, yet believes in Chriſt 
without fear and Gendling, lid ii. 12, 
13. He does much for God, yet counts 
himfelf an aeprodtable ſervant. He 
works as ff he was to live here always, 
yet worlkige as. of he was to die to-mor- 
roW. N 
6. When he is wenk then hs be 
2 Cor, wil. 30. When he is moſt ſenfible 
| of his own weakneſs, and moſt depen- 
dent on Chrift's revgth,” then de fands 
the ſafeſt. : | 
7. When he is moſt vile in his own | 
- eyes he = moſt glorious in the eyes of 

God. When Job abborred himfelf then 
God raiſed Bim. Fob xlit. 6. When the 
Centurion 


80 OCCASIONAL REPLECTIONS. Ke. 


.centurion_ thought himſelf the moſt un- 
worthy, Cbriſt faid, I have not found ſo 
great Jaith, : no not in lirael, Matth. viii. 
8. 10. 

8. le is as, with his cites; 
yet longs and prays for a nets 2 Cor. 
1 * 

His loſſes are gains; (as Job's, 
7. xlii, 12.) His falls are riſings; (as 
Peter's, Fob. xxi. 17.) His affliions are 
promotions 2 (as Jacob's, AU thoſe things 
are again/? me, faith he, Ges. xl. 36. 
yet all thoſe things were for him.) His | 
diſappointments are preferments; (as | - 
Moles e, though he did not go to Canaan, | - 
as he, deſired ; yet he went to heaven, 
which was better.) Dent. Xxxiv. 4, 5. 


a © oo» Cos... *..a- 


10. He faith, O wretched man that I | | 
am, who ſpall deliver nc Rom. vii: 24. 
1 
{ 
N 
| 


| Yet he ſaith, O lee man that I an, 
_ who ſhall condemn me ? Rom. viii. 34+ 
11. He grieves, yet rejoices under the 
. Rrokes of his heavenly father's hands. 
He grieves, chat his father's Hand ſtrikes 
him, yet rejoices that i a is (hs: hand 6f a | 
father, Heb, xii. 6.7 20 

12. He knows Je no abſolote 
Pete in this life, . is Ger way oo 
13. 
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+ 13- The lefs his bunden grows the 
feels it- Fhe leſs än he hath 
the. me ſenüble be is of:fany not that 
fi grows, but .. wht holineſs, and? ten- 
dente fp arm in d, 1 Jam * 4 
14. He iis content to ve, 5 vom 
to die. He deſites te ſerue Chiiſt here, 
yet defires: more to depart, and to my 
with dies iache aren., Fae os. ty 164 


Same u. and fra rs of @ tender fic 
J m8 4. ,367 Ne 


bel n is not wigs Gr 
me. - 

Au. What is this but limiting, or 
ſetting bounds to infinite mercy ? What 
greater ſigus of his r weuld you 
Have than thoſe he hath 1 rm 

| you ? He hath died and purchaſed falva- 
tion for you. "Heb. ii. * 1 Fobn ii. 2. 
De calls and entreats you to come and 
neceptiof it, Matth. xl. 28. He faith he 
will not eaſt you out. John vi. 37. He 
complains that you will not come, Jobs 
v, 40. And wilt thou yet ſay, He is not 
Willing? If thiu art willing, he newer 
"wine, otherwiſe. Be of pry þ corefort, Bo 
calls thee. Wa. IV. 1. Oh! un, 
136 at 
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that chirſteth, come ye to the: waters, 
and he that hath no money, cone ye, 
buy and em; yea, come! * wine and 
— money and wit — 3 
per - + yourſels come out 
22 prodigal did: 5 
«33 "2 But | am fo un worthy ' 0 
Anf. If you would have 0 but 
what yon are worthy: of, 50 muſt have 
nothing but hell. What was 3 


or Saul, or any, worthy of, before the 


Lord called them? Say not, I am un- 


worthy, Art thou willing? Rev. xxii. 
17. boforver avill, let bis tale frees 
"waters of life freed, iy. 

Bat my fans are . great, and I 
am confounded at the ight of them. 
Alas l bow can K think of pardon? 


ſinners have | been pardoned, Manaſſeh 


and. Saul. But doſt thou. think thou art 
more viky than Chriſt is gracious? | 


Read J. i. 18. ** Come and let us rea- 
ſon together, ſaith 
your fins be as ſcarlet they ſhall be as 
White as ſnow, though they 
.crimſon, they ſhall be as wool.” 1 
i. 775 % The blood of Jeſus Chet 


-  Auſev. Are thy fins great ? the more |, 
need thou; haſt of a Savieur. Greater 


the Lord, though | 


be red like | 
os 7 


wm wow WS VI ED. 


w 


» 
| 


at lt. 


| Hol. xiv. 


S8 inn ls 


nne 8 


Son cleanſeth us from all Sno? 1 Bleſs 
God far that word. all, PEER” 
K 4. Bat I have a proud. heart dead. 
eart. 
Anſw, Put that among your. fins, and 
come. 7 . ap TT BY wee 
oi ns, are many as as great; 

16 daily z I fo fin that l muſt ſuffer. - 

Anjw; Vea, if there were none to ap- 
pear for thee. Luke vii. 4 2 
which were many are forgiven her 
Jobs i 7. 1 Chriſt is a K. 

1 Jobs 1, I, 2. take” If any, man fin we 
$46.5 advocate with the Father, . Jeſus 
Chriſt the righteous, and he is the pro- 
pitiation for our fins.” This ſcripture 
ſhould, be as daily bread for believers to 
live upon. 

6. | have finned againſt light and Cone 


viction. 


Anfev. So did. David and Peter, * 

yet were pardoned. 

7. But lama revolter and backflider. 
Anjwy. Ter. 1 iii. 1. 0 Thou haſt play- | 


ed the harlot with many lovers, yet re- 


turn again unto me, faith the Lord.“ 
4. I will heal their back- 
Hidings, I will love them freely.“ Tam 
mk 1 * from God again, 


710 9. 1 


a 


ut n. eri A. 


8 I have no feng” > (nt 
Anfw. Ia. xlv. 24: Seer had 
dhe tap; 7. 10 dhe Lord have 1 mn 
and tren 1 | 
9 Eam'#friid to die, 15 
nſw. Pſal. xxiii 4. cn ah though 
1 walk through the valley of the ſhadow 
of death, 1 will fear 0 evil, for thod 
art with me. PHI. 1. 234 um ia a 
fraic between two; having a defire to de- 
rn nh Chrif; which is fat 
ben you die- God". halt be 
with you; an@CEhriff ſhall be wich yon 
and you fall be with * God and Chri 
for over, 1 90 5% twomdget 901 fri | 3 


+I] ino 20) 


The 4 2 Ks nne ated 
Kigbieogſagſi. in 


1. If ene fandiſies, 
en righteouſieſs jake. 
Inherent kevbiifacl makes us 
frins before then, Unprtet righteouſneſs 
makes os ſhine before God. 
3. Toherent righteouſifeſs leaſes God, 4 
75 rightevufnefs ap obe es him. 
Inberent Aefete eſs diſcharges 
tom yp * puted 


from | 


— 


on q * 


5. Inherent 


- St 0-2 © BD BS =@ 


* 4 


n « 
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„ Inherent righteouſneſs makes us 
pray, imputed righteouſneſs makes our 
prayers prevail. - 

6. Inherent righteouſneſs is our fince- 
rity, imputed righteouſneſs our. perfec- 


1G. | ; 

7. Inherent righteouſneſs reſpects the 
— imputed righteouſneſs anſwers the 
Aw. , Ps — 

8. Inherent righteouſneſs is the evi · 
dence of our ſalvation, imputed righte- 
ouſneſs the foundation of it. N 

9. Inherent righteouſneſs is our joy, 
imputed righteouſneſs our glory, a. 
xlv. 25. | OE | 
10. Inherent righteouſneſs is to be 
loved, ' imputed -righteouſneſs to be 
truſted. | 

11. Inherent righteouſneſs is imper- 
fect, imputed righteouſneſs perſeQ. 

12. Inherent righteouſneſs is our 
lification for heaven, imputed righteouſ- 
neſs our title to it. 


Dire&tians for thoſe that are under Con- 
wvidtions of Gonſcience, 


1. Don't preſame, you are not yet 
come to the heavenly Canaan, 


. | I 2. Don't 
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2. Don't deſpair, you are in the way 
to It, 

3. Beware of ill company. 

4. Fear falling away, Heb. iv. 1. Pre- 
ſerve a tender frame. 

5. Keep up prayer. Be much in eja- 
eulations. 

6. Don't reſt in convictions, nor du» 
ties, nor any thing ſhort of Chriſt, 

7. Be much in humiliation and con- 
feſlion. 

8: Remember to keep holy the Lord's 


= day. 


9 Study your fouls cafe, and labour 
to get your hearts affected with it, and 
mortiſied to the world. 

10. Remember the great day of ac- 
counts, Eccl. xii. 14. 

11. Prepare for, and think not ſtrange 

to trials. Heb. x. 32. 

12. Let not religion be your diverſion, 
but your buſineſs. 


Directions to ketp from Sin. 


1. Run not into temptation. 

2. Maintain a conſtant watch inf, 
and fear of fin, 

2, Beware of pride and preſumption. 


4. Avoid 


—ͤ—ũ—ÿ—᷑— — —— >. wt = —_—O 


—  _ — 
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4. Avoid and abhor ſlothfulneſs. 
5. Remember you ſtand by faith: 


your ſtrength is in Chriſt, look to him 
for it: 


Means to gai , Repentance. 


1. ſit with care, conſtancy, and con- 
ſcience under the word of truth and gof 
pel of grace. | 

2. Study the nature of God, 

3. Sit looſe to the world. | 
24+ Confider the ſhortneſs of life, and 

the limitation of the day of grace. 
58. Be much in the buſineſs of ſelf-exa- 
mination, Pal. iv. 4. Stand in awe 
and fin not, commune with your o-, 
heart upon your bed and be ſtill.“ Lam. 
iii. 40. Let as ſearch and try our hearts, 
and turn again unto the Lord.“ 

6. Seriouſly expect approaching Judg- 
ment. 

7 Think much of death and eternity. 
8. Waſh thy heart in the blood of 
Jeſus and take every day a turn on 
Mount Calvary, 


9. Seriouſly apprehend the poſſibility, 


nay, the probability; nay, the abſolute! > 


certainty of a pardon through Chriſt . | 
I 2 10. Sue > 
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10. Sue for ance at the hand of 
God: Say with Ephraim, Tarn thou me 
and I fball be turned, for thou art the Lord 
my God, Jer. xxxi. 18. 


Means to live at Peace. 


| 1. Mind your own buſineſs, 1 Theſ. 
Iv. a 1. 
2. Keep your tongue from evil, 1 Pet. 
iii. 10. | | 
3. Don't contend for every trifle, whe - 
they it be a matter of right or opinion. 
4. If others negleR their duty to you, 
be ſure that you perform yours to them. 
To render railing for railing, is to return 
5. Make your enemy ſee and feel your 
love to him, Rom. x11. 20. 
6. Beg of God for univerſal charity. 
7. Be bumble. 
8 8. By faith wait for the providence of 
od. W 


Means ts be content. 


1. Conſider you have what God allots 
_ you; what his . providence allows you. 
Tour croſſes and comforts are mixed by 

SS 1 his 
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his hands. it is the will of God that 


thou ſhoaldſt be thus and thus. Labour 


then to have that dearer to thee than any 
thing in the world. 

2. Conſider, that if you had faves come 
forts, and more croſſes, you ought to be 
thankful ; for do you know what you 
have deſerved ? Tis of the Lord's mercy 
that you are not conſumed. 

Whatever comes, take it as from 
the hand of God. Aſſure yourſelf, that 
without his permiſſion and direction it 
could not come, 5 
4. Prepare to receive the will of God, 
and look for changes and W in 
the world. L 

« Faith is another means to quiet, 
ſatisfy; and content the mind. That 
aſſures us, that that which is conſiſtent 
with the love of God may well be borne, 
Outward. loſſes and afflictions are con- 
ſiſtent with the love of God. Whom the 
Lord lover be chaſteneth, Heb. xii. 6. 
We are all ſubject to alterations; our 
life, health, eſtate, friends, families, and 
all we have, are liable to changes. Let 
us then ſix upon a God that never changes 
that never fails, who is from everlaſting». 
to everlaſting. Jour us depend TE 4 bo 
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God ihm depends upon none. And, 
what though our houſe be not ſo with 
God as it hath been; yet; if he hath 
made with us an everlaſting. covenant, 
we have great reaſon to be content with 
all his outward dealings with us; 2. Sam: 
xxiii. 5. | . 


Means to preferye Mercies. 


1, Be thankful for them. 
2. Receive them as mercies not as. 

dues. 

3. Prepare to part with them. 
4. Expect the cominuance of mercies 
from God; he is the ſtrength of our life, 
the ſtaff of our bread, the breath of our 
noſtrils, and the length of our days. 


Signs of Sincerity. 


I. Prayer is a fign of fincerity ; if it 
be ſecret, Marth. vi. 6. Frequent, 44s 
x. 2. Fervent, Rom. viii. 26. 

2. A willingneſs to be ſearched by 
God, P/al. exxxix. 23. By the righteous 
ful. cxli. 5. By miniſters, 44s x. 33. 
Dy conſcience, P/a/, Ixxvii. 6. By the 


{eriptures, Jobs iii ig, 20, 21. Singere 
3. A 


- fouls love fineere dealings. 


- * : 
FI 
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3. A ſenſe of fin; particularly.of ſpi- 
ritual fins, Mark ix. 28. Row. vii. 21. 


And of original fin, Rome wi. 244 eſ- 
pecially when it drives to Chriſt, ver, 


25. . 
— i When a man is moſt ſenfible of, 

and watchful againſt his own fin, his 
pra in, the beam in his own 


— 


bn Univerſal deres When a man 
will not plead for any fin; Pal. exix. 
128. ras quarrel with any of the com- 
- mandments, P/al. cxix. 6. Ads ix. 6. 
6. Tis a fign of fincerity when a man 
chuſes affliction rather than ſis, Das. iii. 
7 18; 
5 When a man relies upon Chriſt for 
ſtrength againft fin. 
8. When a man loves God above all, 
and loves others principally for what is 
_ God-like in them. 


9. When a man delights in the word 
of God. 


10. When he makes conſcience to 
watch his heart in duty. 

11. When a man's Wanne ren freely | 
on heavenly thin - 


12. When the of God is refer- | 
red above all. 8 * p : 
13. When 
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. 13. When a man's profeſſion is joined 
with meekneſs. 1 Lei: ? 

14. A well governed tongue (for an 
outward ſign) when a man dares neither 
boaſt of himſelf, nor cenſure others, 
James iii. 2. Marth. X11, 36. Po 

15. Conftancy in the ways of God, 
Fob. xxvit. 6, 10.—Such a man can never 
be a hypocrite. | 


Short Pueftions abereby Yo hnow 1 
the heart be truly changed. 


1. Hath thine heart been turned into 
ſorrow for fin ? 

2. Hath thine ſorrow turned in prayer? 

3-' Hath thy prayer turned into faith ? 
4. Hath thy faith iſſued in univerſal 
tenderneſs and obedience ? 


To tbeſe that believe, 
1. Chriſt is. precious. 
2. The word is ſweet. 
3. Sin is bitter. N 
3. Prayer is delightful. 
5. Saints are dear. 
6, Religion is their buſineſs, 
* 7. The 


—— — 


r 


— — 
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7. The world is a broken idol. 
8. Death is welcome,—Or thus ; 


To that believe, 
Have Chrift in their hearts ; heaven in 
their eye; and the world under their feet; 
God's ſpirit is their guide; God's fear is 
theirguard ; God's people are their com- 
panions ; God's promiſes are their cor- 
dials ; holineſs is their way, and heaven 


is their home. 


Signs of Love to Chriſt. 
7 bey that Love Chriſt, 
1. Love to think of him. 
2+ They love to hear of him, 
3- They love to read of him, » 
"= OR 
4. They love to ſpeak 4 for Shim. 


to 

5- They love the preſence of Chriſt, 
6. They love the yoke of Chriſt. 
7. They love the miniſters of Chriſt. 
8. They love the name of Chriſt. 

9+ The hate fin, U 
2 They are pleaſed when Chriſt is 

Plea * STE 9 1 
11. They are grieved when Chriſt is 


grieved, 


12. They 


W 


ning; ſelf-ſceking into ſelf-denying.' 


94 OCCASIONAL REPLECTIONS, &c. 


12. They long to be with Chriſt. 

Chriſt's will is their will; Chriſt's 
diſhonour is their affliction; Chriſt's 
cauſe is their care: Chriſt's miniſters are 


their ſtars ; Chrilt's ſaints are their com- 


panions ; Chriſt's word 13 their oracle 3 
Chriſt's glory i is their end. | 


Signs of the Fear of God. 
'!4 Man that Fears God. 


When he dares not fin, though ſo. 
licited and tempted to it. | 


2. When fin is com mon and yet he 
fears it. 


3- When heis afraid of an evil thoughts | 


4- When he dares not fin, though he 
Mould ſuffer if he does not. 


5. When his heart is broken, and 


trembles at the word of God. 


6. When he flies to Chriſt. 


7. When he is ſtudious to pleafe God. | 


Signs of true Grace. 
„When ſelf· loving 13 turned i into ſelf 


keatking ; ; * ſelf-excufing into* ſelf-con- 
demning ; ſelf-admiring into ſelſ- abhor- 


2. Tis 


wy r 
1 — . * 
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2. Tis a fign of true e when a 
man ſeriouſly complains of the want of 


grace. 


A graceleſs perſon cannot truly com- 
plain that he hath no grace. There is 
grace in that COMP plaint. 

3. When the heart is tender, and feels 
the power of an ordinance. 

4+ When the foul hath an appetite 


after the word, 1 Pet. ii. 2. 


5. When a man makes a conſcience of 
ſecret prayer. 

6, When we are taken with their con- 
verſation, and manner of life, who are 


moſt ſpiritual, Zech. viii. 23. 


7. When we are willing to be ace 

quainted with Chriſt, and reconciled 9 
God upon any terms. 
8. When a man approves of all duties. 
9. When he defires more grace: there 
is grace in the deſire of grace, as there is 
ſin in the defire of fin, Neb. i. 11. P/ah 
$xxxiv. 5. 


06 LETTERS OF THE LATE 


CHAP. V. 


Cont aining ſome Letters of the late Rev. 
Mr. Joun Mason, which he ſent t 
feveral of | his Friends ; tending to 
mote the Power of Godlins/s, both in 
Perſons and Families. 


LETTER I. 
To my dear Siffer, Mrs: Hannah W. at. 
- under Ilineſs. $3 


Dear Sifter, | 3 

9 Beieech his moſt merciful Majeſty to 
ſend his word and heal you | That 

we may not have ſorrow. upon forrow ! 
O, if it were is will to reſtore you for his 
& glory, and the good of many! And who 
daa tell, but by this affliction he is fit- 
ting you for future ſervice? And that the 
prayers of your many affectionate and 
faithful friends may be a means of your 
recovery? Which I hope, through the 
thankſgiving of many, will redound to 
the praiſe and glory of God, But | be- 
heve, it is not recovery you wiſh for, 
any 
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any farther than as it will be a manifeſta- 
tion of God's pleaſure, and an op- 
portunity of ſerving him, it is not that 
you ſo much defire, as to depart and to 
be with Chrift, which is indeed far bet- 
ter. 

My dear Siſfer, What thanks can we 


render unto God who hath viſited us with - 


peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, through 
our dear Redeemer f and hath given us 
that communion with him here, which 


is a pledge of our joint communion with 


him in everlaſting glory? Certainly you 
cannot but remember ſome Bethels and 
Chebars, where the Lord hath met you 
and owned you ; ſome promiſes which 
have been made your own; and ſomg 

times of refreſhing from the — 
the Lord, Bleſſed be God that you have 


a witneſs in yourſelf; an eternal evidence, 


an inward fight and taſte that the Lord is 
gracious. 


The Lord hath acquainted you with 


that which is the very tum and ſubſtance 
of the goſpel, wiz, That Chriſt came in- 
to the world to ſave ſinners; that a 
Chriſtian's thankfulneſs flows from faith 
in the promiſes: that ſelf-denial muſt run 
thro' the whole courſe of this life, as the 
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 Containti fame Letters the la 
_ Ms. 252 Mason, Hite 5 f 
al of bit Friends ; tending 10 


n Power of Geng, 


Perſons and A 
155 1 42 6 LETTER BY 
7 * dear 4 M at W 
* An. * * 
Dear 
Beieech Yer mot. merciful bn to 
| end his word. and. heal. von! That 
we may not have ſorrow. uon rrow ! 
0, if it wefe.is will to, reſtore you. for his 


0; and the good of many! And who 
Lan tell, but by this affliction he is fit» 
ting you for future ſervice * And that the 
prayers of your many affectionate and 
faithful friends may be a means of your 


- recovery? Which | hope, through the 
thankſgiving of many, will redound to 
- the praiſe and glory of God, But | be- 
heve, it is not recovery you „ iſh for, 
| any 


'REVEREND MR. JOHN MASON. 97 
any farther than as it will be a manifeſta- 
tion of God's pleaſure, and an op- 
portunity of ſerving him , it is not that 

|| you ſo mach defire, as to depart and to 
de with Chriſt, which is indeed far bet- 
ter. | 5 
My dear Siſfer, What thanks can we 
render unto God who hath viſited us wick 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, through 
our dear Redeemer f and hath given us 
that communion with him here, which 
is a. pledge of our joint communion with * 
him in everlaſting glory? Certainly you 
cannot bat remember ſome Bethels and 
Chebars, where the Lord hath met you 
and owned you ; ſome iſes which 
have been made your own; and ſ 
times of refreſhing from the preſence 
the Lord, Bleſſed be God that you have 
- a witneſs in yourſelf; an eternal evidence, 
an inward fight and taſte that the Lord is 
gracious. a man mar 
The Lord hath acquainted you with 
that which is the very tum and ſubſtance 
of the goſpel, wir, That Chriſt came in- 
to the world to ſave finners; that a 
Chriſtian's thankfulneſs flows from faith 
in the promiſes: that-ſelf-denial muſt run 
. "thro" the'whole courſe of this life, as the 
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-warp:through the. woof ;. and that Chriſt 
is a: Chtiſtiazn's life, peace, hope, and 
ſecurity 3 whilſt he lives we are in ſaſety; 
Whilſt God is merciful and true, 
We are both ſaſe and happy too; 
That a Chriſtian's important and daily 
duty is to ee and engage his continual 
*  . cafliftance;: and that out: recovery from 
-daily-anfirmicies muſt be by a daily re- 
courſe to this ever: living. ever-loving, 
 ever-pleading: Advocate. . 
Tou knew alſo chat, ſubmiſſion.ga the 
will of God, is a. yielding to —— 
thods whereby he .is „ 
eternal happineſs and glory; 2 ane 
| 2 dram-of aſfliction is ordered us by 
e:: love: of aur ever-gracious and all- 
Father Bow then: to his ſove- 
.reignty, and believe his grace; you are 
In a happy hand: in happy circumſtances; 
:allthe —5 of God are mercy and truth 
to infinite and immortal thanks are 
_ to Dur ever bleffed Father, redeemer, 
and comſorter. The Lord be with your 
ſpirit l Grace and Ne be n you, 
Fee Lremain | 
* oun effeGionate and N 
gor e \Brather in the Lord, 
add) Jon w; Maox. 
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LETTER n. 9 
„Der Friend, 3 
— M That yen might live. in the Lord's 


- Gght! If I knew the preſent ſtate 
of your heart, I could better tell what to 
write to you. However, I ſhall ſet down: 
fome'things for your comfort. 

Do not ſay that you are. left of God. 
and is there no hope for you; I tell you 
there is mercy. enough in God, merits 
enough in Chriſt, power enough in the. '- 
ſpirit, room enough in heaven, and ſcope © 
in the promiſes for you. | 

Do not ſay that you are a reprobate, . 
and a caſt- away, it is a fin to think fog  * 
every one is bound. to hope that he is 
elected; and in virtue of that hope, to 
ſtrive to make his calling and eleQtion 
ſure. The Lord is good to them that 
wait for him, and to the ſoul that ſeeketh _ 
him, Lan. iii. 25.” There will de 
doubts and fears, but we muſt not cheriſh 
them. We muſt net queſtion God's a- 
bility to ſave ;; for he can do all things; 
r. nor muſt we queſtion his willingneſs to 
> ſave, 


100 LETTERS OF THE LATE 


fave; for he hath ſent his own Son into 
the world to ſave us. Say to thyſelf, He 
hath made me willing to be ſaved, -and is 
he not willisg to ſave me? Alas! my 
tender mercies are cruelties in reſpe& of 
bis compaſſions ? We cannot be ſo willing 
to confeſs fin, as he is to pardon it. We 
cannot defire to be ſaved, ſo much as he 
delights to ſave. None ever truſted him. 
but they found him a good God. 
Therefore, my dear friend, have hon- 
| ourable thowFhts of Ged. Though he 
ſhould hide himſelf from thee for a mo- 
ment, yet lift up thy heart to him, and 


_ wait for him; in his own time he will 


make” himſelf known unto you ; he will 
de your own God, for your own dear 
Saviour's ſake. | 

Ferhaps you fit in darkneſs; but the 
Lord will be your light. It is darkeſt a 
little before the break of day ; Light is 
{worn fer the righteous, and joy for the 
upright in heart; and it will ſpring up. 
Behold, the huſbandman waits for the 
precious fruits - of the earth. Be patient 
then and wait for God in the uſe of all 
his means, and the gocd hour will 
Come. * 

Perhaps 


— — * — 
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Perhaps you find a coldneſs and dead- 
neſs of heart, and complain that you cane 
not ſerve God with life and affection. 
Y | This is a complaint of many of God's 
dear children. But we muſt do what we 
S | can, we muſt be reading, hearing, pray- 
e ing, waiting upon God in his own way, 
| and he will give us his quickening ſpirit. 
: The world will reproach us; but it re- 
proached Chriſt before us. We muſt be 
willing to follow a ſuffering Saviour in a 
ſuffering way. Whatever men ſay againſt 
us, they muſt. anſwer for it, not we. 
Oaly let our converſation be ſuch as be- 
cometh the goſpel of Chriſt, Let us give 
no occaſion to his enemies to blaſpheme * 
his name. And he that ſuffered ſo much 
for us, O! let him not ſuffer by us. | 

We muſt take our rules of living from 
the word, and not from the world. And 
the Lord give us wiſdom to direct us, 
and zeal to quicken. us in his bleſſed 
ways! And to confirm our obedience 
and patience, let us remember, that the 
Lord is coming, and his reward is with. 
him; he is coming to receive us to him- 
ſelf, that where he is we may be alſo. 
And as for the things of this life, the 
fame love that provided a Saviour for 
K 3 thee, 
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thee, will provide all neceſſary temporal 
bleſſings for thee; thy heavenly Father, 
who knows what is beſt for thee, will 
chuſe thine inheritance ; therefore be not 
too careful about theſe things, but reſt 
your care upon him who careth for you. 
Leave yourſelf with him, for he is love, 
1 John iv. 8. Commit your whole ſelf, 
ſoul and body, into the hands of his in- 
finite love. n 

Now the Lord of his infinite mercy put 
his ſpirit into this dead letter, for the 
quickening your ſoul; and I beſeech him 
to make it e ffectual for your eternal good. 
I commend you to God, and the word of 
his grace, and reſt 


Your faithful Friend, 


Joun Mason. 


LETTER III. 
To my dear Siſter, Mrs. Margaret Holmes. 


Dear Sifter, 

AY theſe lines find you well and 

happy joy in the * 
| that 


REVEREND ME, JOHN MASON. 10% 


that your ſoul is ſecured in the hands of 
Chriſt, and that in this life you are as 
happy as content itſelf can make you. 
Who hath the largeſt ſhare of external 
comforts, but he who believes this world 
is vanity * Indeed, the ſureſt experience 
of the world's emptineſs ariſeth from a 
taſte of Chriſt's fulneſs. Though there 
be nothing but diſappointments in the 
world to them. that make it their idol, 
yet it will be ſlaviſhly purſued and craved. 


by them, becauſe they know no better 


things ; for the infatuated idolater hath 
not the ſenſe to ſay within himſelf, Is 
there not a lie in my right hand ? 

O bleſſed be God, who hath engaged 
your heart for himſelf; in the ſtrength of 
Chriſt, follow on to know him. How 
ſhould the way of ſpiritual thrift be va- 
lued and improved by thoſe whe are 
taught of God, where their main and 
eternal intereſt lies? Where every ſuper- 
added degree ot favour in religion doth 


at once increaſe the ſtock in the heart, 


and the bank that is laid up in heaven. 


*Tis a proviftion of ſpikenard, and pre- 
cious oinment, againſt our funeral. ——Let 
us Call thoſe our golden hours that are 
ſpent with God. 


— _ 
— — — — — —— — —  —— — 
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I ſhould now at large commend to you 


upon you by a dear ſaint now in heaven. 


memory, ſo her counſels are inviolably 
preſerved in the moſt inward rooms of 
your heart.— Accept the heatty reſpects 
of me and mine—moſt ardently defiring 
for you all the bleſſings that were pur- 
 Chaſed by the moſt valuable blood of the 
Son of God. I remain in him, 


Dear Sift ers, of 
Tour moſt affetionate Brother, 


Jonn Mason 


— — — 


LETTER IV. 


My dear Sifler, 


Preſerve carefully my ancicnt refpects. 
Though I have been long filent I am 


the 


that excellent duty of ſelf- examination, 
but that it hath been effeQually preſſed 


Nor have I cauſe to doubt, but as her 


your orator before the higheſt throne, and 
do earneſtly dgfire, that you may grow in 


— 
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the faith of Jeſus, and in lively communi” 
on with him, which is the moſt com fort- 
able thing in the world. Alas! we are leſs 
than nothing. worſe than nothing. Chriſt 
is all- May he be ſo to us! Let us glorify 
him more by relying upon his ſatisfaction 
and merits, for all that we can do or 
{uffer cannot - atone for the leaſt of our 
fins, 'Tis the ſelf-emptied heart, and 
beggar's hand that muſt receive this in- 
finite gift of God— The woman of Ca- 
naan is our pattern——** True, Lord, 1 
© am no better than a dog, but there are 


„ crumbs for cogs. I am as bad as fin 


„ can make me, and deſerve to be as 
<4 miſerable as hell can make me; but, 
„Lord I am not ſo had as thou art 
« good; I am not ſo miſerable. as thou 
art merciful.” — 

O, my dear ſiſter, I defire that you may 
now live by faith, and breathe by prayer; 
that you may finally dwell above, where 
Chriſt fitteth at the right hand of God. 
— The Lord ſpiritualize our ſouls, and 
quicken us according to his loving kind - 
8 2 long to ſee you. ewell in 

hriſt. | 


2 our affetionate Brother, 


*ELETTER 


* 


HN MASON. - 
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| To the Jame, 
my dear Sifter, 


OU are dearly remembered by us; 
2 we ſeldom converſe per. 
— or by letters, our hearty prayers 
are for you at the throne of grace. [ 
hope we ſhall meet together before the 
tnrone of glory. i hope | need not ſug- 
geſt the arguments of comfort to you, 
who know what it is to enjoy the pre- 
ſence of God on earth, and are therefore 
prepared to enjoy the preſence of Chriſt 
in heaven, ———<= Doubtleſs the Lord is our 
father; though our earthly parents be 
ignorant of us. I commend you to 
him through Chriſt.—Let us hope in the 
Lord, who is almighty and moſt merciful. 
(Ehe Lord abound in his mercy to you! 
May he be a ſun to direct you, a ſhield 
to protect you, a portion to ſuſtain ou, 


and a God to ſave you 
O, chat we may 1 * the rod ? which 

ſaith—Sin no more; get an intereſt in 
Chriſt; prize time, and prepare to meet 
your God ; nat we may inwardly hear 


the 
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the voĩcę of the rod, whilſt we outwardly . 
feel the ſmart of it -l beſeech the Lord 
to proſper you every, way; to watch over 
you; and to rejoice over You, to do you 
good; to ſweeten your life with his love, 
and to fit you for his whole pleaſure. 
No more, but all hearty reſpects to you, 
and that I am | 


Yours, in your acareft Redeemer, | 
Joux Mason. 


LETTER VI. 


To Mr. Elizabeth Glover. 


I dear Friend in Cbriſ, 
OW hard a thing is it to e 


xerciſe . 
5 faith when we have moſt need of 
it: And how ſad a thing is it, that when 


we have moſ need of the Lord's preſerce 


and help, we - ſhould then eſpecially 
rieve him with our doubts and diſtruſts? 
owever, we have this to comfort us, 
that where the Lord ſeeth faith in fin- 
cerity, he will pardon its infirmity. 
But O, when mall we believe againſt 
: enſe, 


1 IT 
—— 
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ſenſe, and hope againſt hope? When 
ſhall we give all glory to God by ground- 
ing upon his word, when we want pre- 
ſent experience and feeling ? ſaying, 


The glory of my plory ſtill ſhall be 
To give all glory and my/elf to thee. 


When ſhall we attain to that excellent 
frame of believing which the church was 
in, Mic. vii. 8, 9. Rejoice not againſt 
«© me, O mine enemy; when | fall 
44 ſhall arife 5 when | fit in darkneſs the 
„ Lord ſhall be a light unto me. | will 
«© hear the y of the Lord, be- 


«© cauſe | have fanned againſt him, until 
o 


he plead my cauſe, and execute judg- 
«© ment for me. He will bring me forth 
4 to the light, and I ſhall behold his 
& righteouſneſs ?”? | 
But though we have not attained ſo 
far. let us bleſs God for any meaſure of 
faith, one grain whereof excelleth all the 
riches in the world —And let us takef 
heed of falling into fin. To lie under 
the hidings of God's face is a great af-fi 
fliction; but to lie under a ſenſe of his 
_ diſpleaſure is a greater. There is no 
evil ſo great as fin, Let us flee from 


error 


a——_ aa cx Mk 


d 
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abn. Jon . 109 
efrot and temptation z avoid ill company, 
which will either taint us, or grieve ul: 
be jealous over your owh irits ; hate 


ſ 
preſumpt prion earelsdnek. and be 
much 1 in tumble prayer, and * fear. * 


I am 
 — Nu. 


- 


Jon * son. " 


LETTER Vit. 
. To the ſamt. N 


9 


My dees Fritid is on- diareft Lord Jes. 


HE Lord hath ſaid, I will never 
fail you nor forſake you. He will 
not turn away from doing you good; 
but he will put his fear into your inward 
— that you ſhall never depart from 
im Having theſe promiſes, let us 
ſtand faſt, holding faith and a good con- 
ſcience Let us allow God to be infi- 
nitely wiſer = ourſelves, and main- 
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tain honourable thoughts of his Majeſſ 

and mercy ; for as is his Majeſty, io is 
his mercy. Let us bow fo his ſovereignty, 
and believe his grace. There are crumbs 
for dogs; gifts for rebels; and com- 
paſſion for ſinners=--The Lord increaſe 
our hope, encourage our faith, and en- 
flame our love, and perfect that which 
concerns us !---As we have had joint 
communion with our good God on carth, 
I truft it ſhall be perfected in glory. 
To everlaſting glory is my dear faſter 
Wuyat and my dear brother Peter Holmes 
lately gone. The Lord, who (I truſt 

had fitted them for himſelf, fit us alſo 
O! blefi:d be. God, for good hope 
thro? grace !---Pray for me, that 1 may 
ſtand faſt in the Lord --- With mine and 
my wife's kind reſpect to you. and com- 
' mending yon to infinite and eternal mer- 


Your faithful 
and ofeRionate Friend, 


oy 


_ Joun Mason. 


Poſtſcript. 
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Peferipe. 


Let not your heart be troubled, ye be- 
Heve i in God, .. 


Troft in the Lord and do good. 


Look unio Jeſus, the author and fi- 
niſher of yoor faith. 


Surely there is an end, and thine ex- 
pectatioa ſhall not be cut off. 

it is but a little while and he that mall 
come, will come, and will not tarry, 


LETTER vim. £ 
* Dear Friend in Chriſt, 


Long to eee „Gul. l 


O lay hold upon the Lord jeſus 


Chriſt, by a true and lively faith. He 
is an able, willing only Jas ioùr; the 
ſoul's reſting-place, the ſoul's dwellin 

place, the ſoul's hiding-place: O that 
you may be hid in him now, that you 
may be found in him at laſt. Sin muſt 
drive us to him, not from him. We 
need inn infinitely. We are, like Peter, 
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. finking into the water: Save, Lord; or 
we periſh! Chiiſt, or bell muſt be our 
Portion for ever. Chriſt is our only ark, 
.to ſave us from periſhing. Every ſoul 
will be uncas'd, ere it be lang; and then 
it will appear whether they ever ſeriouſly 
applied themſelyes to Chriſt, There is 
no condemnation to them that are in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Nothing but condemna- 
tion to them that are out of him. Faith 
makes Chrift ours. This confiſts in ſelf. 
denjal, and ſelſ-reſignation. We muſt - 
ſee our fins, ſo far as to abhor ourſelves: 
abhor ourſelves, ſo far as to deny our- 
ſelves; deny ourſelves, ſo far as to re- 
fign ourſelves up into the ſaving arms 
of an only Saviour. They that do this, 
are pardoned, ſaoRtified, ſaved for ever. 
Now let me intreat you to aſk your 
own heart ſome queſtions. 
1. Hath fin been laid to my heart? 
hath it been my greateſt burden ? 
2. Have I confeſſed my particular fins, 
and the finfulneſs of my nature, with 
ſorrow ?- | LD 
3. Have | been forced to make my 
appeal to Chriſt, knowing that 1 am loſt 
for ever, unleſs he freely ſave me? Have 
1 cried for a Chriſt, as a condemned man 
for a pardon? | 


4. Do 


yy em ll — 
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| 1. Do. believe he is able and willing 
to me? Do I heljeye that he that 
ſpread his arms on. the cpoſs i” gle qr 
me, ſpreads his arms now In the goſpel, 
and in heaven, to {ave me? Have 1 
pleaded his promiſſes? O what 2 precious 
promiſe is that, Jobn vi 37. Him that 
cometh unto me, Iwill in no wiſe caſ out! 

5. Have I had joy and peace in be- 
lieving? Hath Chriſt, relied -on, calm'd 
2 quieted my poor troubled afflicted 
Joul? 

6. Do I love Chriſt, more than riches, 
honours, pleaſures ? Do I love all his or- 
dinances? Do [I love all his ſaints. 

7. Dol hate fin in itſelf? Do I hate 
fin in myſelf? Do l hate every fin? every 
falſe way ? 

8. Dol unfeignedly, intirely yield up 
myſelf to the ſervice of my Saviour? 
lf your heart anſwers to theſe queſ- 
tions, happy, happy are you, that ever 
you were born. 

O my friend, I commend you to 
Chriſt. The- Lord follow you with the 
motions of his ſpirit ; that you may fol- 
low him with continual ſupplications in 
the ſpirit! That, of the fulneſs of Chriſt, 
you may receive grace for grace.--- The 


peace 
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peace of God, and the God. of peace be 
ith, fore, Jef, With mine and my fiſter's 
efiring your prayers, | ref 2 


1 | Thur * Friend in Cbrit. 


Jean Mason. 


— 


